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EDITORIALS 
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God’s Vocabulary Never Changes 


The Greeks had a word for health 
which the New Testament writers used 
for the health of words as well as for 
the health of people. “They that are 
whole,’ said the Lord, “need -not a 
physician” (Luke 5:31). This word 
for whole is the one used for sound 
doctrine (I Tim. 1:10; Il Tim. 4:3; 
Tit. 1:9; 2:1); sound words (I Tim. 
6:3; Il Tim. 1:13); and sound faith 
it. 1:13; 2:2). 

Never has it been more important to 
establish sound definitions and main- 
tain them than today. Confucius said, 
“When words lose their meaning, the 
people will lose their liberty.” 

And yet words are always changing 
their meanings. If someone says,. “I 
prevented him from doing that,” we 
understand that someone was _hin- 
dered, stopped from doing something. 
But when David says, “I prevented the 
dawning of the morning” (Ps. 119: 
147) he merely means that he got up 
before sunrise. A ship that is fast to 
the dock is quite different from an 
automobile that is fast on the road. 
Eugene Nida of the American Bible 
Society has said that we need’a new 
translation of the Bible every 50 years 
in order to keep its contemporary 
meaning. 

But some words have been given a 
divine meaning and cannot change. A 
writer recently said that we should no 
longer use the word sin since Freud 
has rendered it useless. But as long as 
there is iniquity, crime, evil and as 
long as there is selfishness, pride and 
greed, and a thousand other things, 
there is need for the good old- 
fashioned use of the word sin. 

Others tell us that we should not use 
the word faith. True, it has been mis- 
used. There has risen a religion of hav- 
ing faith in faith instead of having 
faith in God. But if someone claims 
that faith is hard to understand we be- 
lieve they are simply running away 
from the necessity of choice that true 
faith brings. Anyone who knows what 
it is to believe an advertisement on 
TV, or on the radio, or in a newspa- 
per, can know what it is to believe in 
God. Anyone who knows what it 
means to believe mother when she 
says that dinner is ready can know 
what it means to believe that God has 
salvation ready for us. 
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And that word salvation! Shouldn’t 
that be outmoded? But if we know 
what it means to be saved from a sink- 
ing ship, or from a fire, or from any 
predicament, we can know what it 
means to be saved from eternal sep- 
aration from God. It is well to remem- 
ber that we have been told to speak, 
“not in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but in the words which the 
Holy Spirit teacheth” (I Cor. 2:13). 
There is a sense in which God’s vocab- 
ulary never changes. 


* * * 


The Lord drank out of the woman’s 
pitcher in order to encourage her to drink 
from His fountain (John 4). The Lord 
ate of Abraham’s meal in order to reveal 
to him the divine purpose (Gen. 18). 


* * * 


What Is Ahead 
for Western Europe? 


Since my first days in editorial writ- 
ing I have held firmly to the interpre- 
tation of the Bible which prophesies 
three great events on this earth in the 
future: the rise of the Great Northern 
Confederacy, under the leadership of 
Russia; the revival of the Roman Em- 
pire; and the return of the Jews to 
Palestine in unbelief, where they will 
be crushed in the Armageddon that 
brings the North against the West. 

For these reasons I have always 
watched every trend which shows the 
coalescence of Europe. When most 
political observers were decrying the 
danger of socialism in Britain, France 
and Italy, I held stedfastly that noth- 
ing could turn them to the left for very 
long. I still hold this idea. 

In recent elections in these western 
countries the socialists have lost 
ground and conservative governments 
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Oswald Hoffman of the Lu- 
theran Hour relates the startling 
facts that “Hollywood Is Sink- 
ing to a New Low.” 





gained ever larger majorities. This is 
true in Britain where the Labor Party 
continues to move to new lows; it is 
true on the Continent in every part of 
the West. 

The Communists adopted a slogan 
which ran: “The workers have nothing 
to lose but their chains.” Free enter- 
prise has been so successful in the 
West that the slogan now becomes a 
boomerang, “The workers have noth- 
ing to lose but their gains.” The chains 
are all behind the Iron Curtain. 

The Reds have always said that 
capitalist society has certain contra- 
dictions which must destroy it. The 
fact of technological evolution has so 
transformed the economic life of the 
free countries that new middle classes 
are everywhere coming into being and 
their numbers are constantly increas- 
ing. Living standards in the free world 
are the highest in history. The wage 
earners receive a larger and larger part 
of the national income. 

The danger is not from pauperiza- 
tion but from prosperity. In prosper- 
ity men have a tendency to forget 
God. Without any thought of the judg- 
ments which God has said will come 
upon this world, we must look at our 
immediate future as though those judg- 
ments were out beyond our lifetime, 
but living as though we would meet 
Him today. When believers have this 
attitude they can be at peace in 
the midst of disasters, calamities and 
catastrophies—whether natural or po- 
litical, When we see a Khrushchev 
knock down a little summit, it is 
good to remember that “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present 
(and pleasant) help in time of trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear . . . though 
the mountains (the summit!) be carried 
into the midst of the sea” (Ps. 46:1, 2). 


* * * 


The purpose of prayer is to bring our 
will into accord with God’s will, and not 
to harness God's will to ours. 


Who Is In 
and Who Is Not? 


Who is a Christian and who is not a 
Christian? Some men today wish to 
make distinctions that are not author- 
ized by the Word of God. In fact, the 
Lord has arrogated to Himself the 
right of judgment in all such matters; 
His Word and act will decide this 
question for each man. 

Meanwhile we must make certain 
judgments for the sake of our ordinary 
living. Paul had no difficulty in call- 
ing certain men brothers in Christ. At 
the close of Romans, for, example, he 
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consideration and would suggest that you 
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lists the names of many believers, 
sending greetings to them in Rome, 
and naming others who joined in send- 
ing the greetings. 

Today some Christians would seem- 
ingly fear to make such a list lest they 
include some one whom God would 
exclude. I, myself, would hesitate to 
make such a list for fear that I might 
exclude someone whom God would in- 
clude. 

A recent book, Khrushchev’s Russia 
by Edward Crankshaw, has an inter- 
esting illustration of this. During a 
garden party for the writers of Mos- 
cow Khrushchev said that the Hun- 
garian trouble could have been averted 
if someone had shot a few of the 
writers there at the very beginning. 
Should a similar occasion arise in the 
Soviet Union, he declared, “My hand 
would not tremble.” Then he criticized 
a poet named Margaret Aligier. She 
was present, fainted, and had to be 
carried out. What had she written? 

It is worse by far to mistake in haste 

A friend for an enemy, than an 

enemy for a friend. 

Evidently Khrushchev had _inter- 
preted this to mean that it was far 
worse to leave one enemy of Com- 
munism alive if by killing a dozen 
friends of Communism you could get 
the enemy. He would not tremble to 
kill 1,000 friends if he could rid him- 
self of one enemy. This has been the 
tactic of Satan through all centuries. 
Here is the persecution of the early 
ages, the Inquisition and all the rest. 
Here is the heart of Communism. 
Here is the heart of the attack on the 
great councils of churches. 

Don’t misunderstand. We can iden- 
tify a Khrushchev and a Mao, but we 
must not classify with them a man 
who is really concerned about civil 
liberties. And we can identify an open 
atheist, a unitarian, or a man who pub- 
licly denies the incarnation, the res- 
urrection and the deity of Christ. But 
let’s not be guilty of lumping together 
all who may cross their t’s at a dif- 
ferent angle. 


* * + 


A Christian is like a diamond. He has 
no light in itself, but can bring forth 
beauties when Christ shines upon him, 
beauties which Christ has put there so 
that He may bring them out. 


* * * 


What Is Dulling 
Our Sense of Sin? 


What is dulling our sense of sin? 
What is making it possible for Chris- 
tians to commit open, wilful sin and 
then to rationalize, call it by some 
lesser name, or deny its implications 
altogether? In my recent pastoral min- 





sistry I have found instance after jp. 








stance of this. 

From a distant city comes a letter 
from a woman describing the sin of a 
man of her acquaintance—one of the 
most horrible of all sins—and calling 
it an “affliction.” 

From a mother whose daughter has 
broken up another home, wrecked the 
life and work of the father of the 
child, I received a flat statement that 
while the thing was wrong, one could 
not really blame her daughter, because 
the man was a fine man and his wife 
had been a shrew and there was the 
hope that he would divorce her and 
give her daughter his name. And sg 
on, ad nauseam. 

The Bible describes the modern at- 
titude in the descriptive verse in the 
Proverbs: “Such is the way of an 
adulterous woman; she eats and wipes 
her mouth and says, ‘I have done no 
wrong’ ” (Prov. 30:20). 

A group of Christians are consider- 
ing a young man for Christian work. 
One man says, “He is an unmitigated 
liar, but he has spiritual gifts.” An- 
other says, “We must be careful to 
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Linguistics expert Eugene Nida 
Sal answers the intriguing question, 
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help him, because he may not really 
be responsible. It would appear that 
he is totally incapable of profiting by 
past mistakes.” In other words, he can 
sin and sin and sin again, and the ad- 
monishings will not bring him to 
righteousness in any way. 

As I contemplated these three in- 
stances, all of which happened to come 
to my ministry within 48 hours, I 
wondered at the cause of these atti- 
tudes. Can it be that there has been 
such a preaching of “grace alone” that 
the law has no terrors for these Chris- 
tians? I hope that none would accuse 
me of not believing in salvation by 
grace alone, but certainly I do not 
want to be numbered with the anti- 
nomians who practically hold that as 
long as one has “accepted Christ” he 
is “in” forever in a way that will al 
low the sinful sovereignty of the 
wayward will to rule in the life. When 
the Bible says that we are not under 
law, but under grace, it does so in the 
second half of a sentence that says, 
“Sin shall not have dominion over 
you” (Rom. 6:14). 

Let there be full preaching of grace, 
but let it be in sequence. God has to 
slay us with the law before He can 
raise us from the dead by the gospel, 
and when this resurrection comes it 
must bring with it growth in holiness. 
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* * * 





The more you tell me that I have need 
the more you magnify the power of 
Christ’s supply. 


* * * 


The Stars for 
All They Care 


W. H. Auden, even more than T. S. 
Eliot, is responsible for the limpness 
that makes modern poetry sound mod- 
ern. His works have formed many of 
the younger literary figures of our day. 

A quarter of a century ago he was 
writing, as youth will, cynical attacks 
on everything and everybody that 
could be labeled as conservative or 
right wing. As the years have gone by 
he has matured; some of the ideas he 
now expresses are even grown up. Re- 
cently he wrote: 


Looking up at the stars, I know quite well 
That, for all they care, I can go to hell. 


Were all stars to disappear or die, 

I should learn to look at an empty sky 
And feel its total dark sublime, 

Though this might take me a little time. 


How wonderful that he has dis- 
covered that the stars do not care. He 
may even have passed the way of Da- 
vid who cried, “No man cared for my 
soul” (Ps. 142:4). But he must learn 
that God, above the stars, does love 
him, and that Christ, made man, lower 
than the angels, cared for his soul and 
died for him. Maybe he is moving in 
this direction. 


What reverence is rightly paid 
To a Divinity so odd 

He lets the Adam whom He made 
Perform the acts of God? 


All proofs or disproofs that we tender 
Of His existence are returned 
Unopened to the sender. 


Now, did He really break the seal 
And rise again? We dare not say; 
But conscious unbelievers feel 
Quite sure of Judgment Day. 


This is the beginning. The poet has 
come to God, believing that He exists 
(Heb. 11:6), and needs but move to 
the last half of the verse, believing that 
“He rewards those that seek Him.” 
Let every one who is “quite sure of 
the Judgment Day,” realize that God’s 
love and Christ’s death and resurrec- 
tion are the guarantees that nobody 
need tangle with the justice of God. 
The gospel is nothing more nor less 
than the fact that in Christ justice was 
satisfied forever and that God says He 
is reconciled. We, as His humble am- 
bassadors, plead with all the Audens of 
the world, “Be ye reconciled to God” 
(II Cor. 5:20). 


All editorials, unless otherwise initialed, 
are by the editor-in-chief. 
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The answer is in knowing God as the Great Doer of the Unexpected. 


And he said to them, “What is the 
conversation you are holding with 
each other as you walk?” And they 
stood still, looking sad (Luke 24:17). 


HE Emmaus disciples were dejected. What had 
happened in recent days did not make sense to 
them. They were disciples. They had lived with Jesus. 
They had witnessed the events of which He had been 
the center. They had listened to His teaching, pondered 
over his answers to their many inquiries. And yet they 
had hardly begun to understand what had taken place. 
Surely the disciples had increasingly become aware 
of a profound difference between them and the Master. 
He had never asked their advice, never argued with 
them, never prayed with them. A sudden disclosure of 
His Messiahship would have overwhelmed them and 
confused them, if we are to judge from the extent to 
which they misunderstood the little they knew. 
Enough to say that they had been allowed to grow 
into an awareness of His significance that should have 
proved sufficient for them, even at the hour of trial and 
testing. Yet it had not been so. They had deserted Him 
and fled. And so it was that they now were defeated 
men bereft of understanding. 


Dr. Cailliet is professor emeritus of Christian Philosophy 
at Princeton Theological Seminary, and author of “The 
Recovery of Purpose” (Harper). His last article in ETER- 
NITY was “J. B.: A Shock Treatment on Broadway” (March 
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Are you at a crossroads in your life? Are you looking for a long-range plan to give you security? 


By EMILE CAILLIET 


What happened to-athese first disciples might well 
happen to us also. It is a fact of common experience 
that the failure of the Emmaus disciples continues to 
be our peril. We too have been disheartened by glar- 
ing discrepancies between what we were sure to be the 
will of God for us, and actual happenings which con- 
tradicted our well-grounded assurances. We have en- 
tered into the closet, shut the door, and prayed to the 
Father who is in secret; and our Father which sees in 
secret has rewarded us openly with a clear word of 
guidance. At such hallowed moments we have acqui- 
esced with joy and simplicity of heart. We have there- 
upon proceeded with specific and sometimes detailed 
arrangements. The blueprint we had good reason to 
believe to have been God-given allowed us to see the 
way ahead, sometimes at long range, and with amaz- 
ing precision. But then, a few weeks or even days 
later, there intervened out of a clear sky an event, or 
series of events, which utterly shattered the pattern 
which had originated in the prayer closet. Like the 
Emmaus disciples we were disheartened. What had 
taken place did not make any more sense to us than it 
had to them. 

This perennial situation is admittedly a complex 
one. Yet even such a mystery never amounts to utter 
darkness. It points to a kind of light which increases 
in intensity as we dwell on it with ardor and fervor— 
two words incidentally, which suggest burning and 
heat. Bunyan’s Interpreter might accordingly tell us 
that the work of Grace is involved at this point. 
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We are indeed not left by God in utter darkness. 
This much we already know: God has a plan for 
our life. And further: God knows that we need to 
know something of this plan, were it only because His 
call may imply even a minimum of preparation on 
our part. 

Even so, we may be startled at realizing that the 


_ New Testament has next to nothing to say about the 


ways of ascertaining God’s will for one’s life—a major 
concern for us, yet one seemingly unknown to the 
early Christians. In Mark, we read that Jesus passing 
along the Sea of Galilee saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net. So He said to them simply, “Fol- 
low me and I will make you fish for men.” At once, 
we are told, they dropped their net and went after Him. 
You and I would have immediately inquired as to the 
where and how of the call. They did not. Neither did 
Jesus elaborate on the subject. It was only in the long 
run, as necessity or even emergency arose, that He 
told them what to do. ’ 

The enigmatic passage of John 21:18 may suggest 
that Jesus gave Peter a hint as to how he would die; 
yet there is nowhere a similar indication of how he 
would live. None of us, I am sure, would construe as 
such the answer of Jesus to him at Caesarea Philippi, 
“upon this rock I will build my church.” Neither should 
we take argument from the assertion that preaching in 
those days was a much simpler affair than it is today. 
In God’s design, mind you, Peter was to proclaim the 
Christ in and around Jerusalem. Now turn to the Book 
of the Acts, and see for yourself what it meant to deal 
with those well-trained Jewish officials! Yet even with 
such a task ahead of him, Peter was not given any 
blueprint. 

The disciples may indeed have learned from the 
Master, not to make inquiries about the future. If the 
Sermon on the Mount constitutes the systematic ar- 
rangement of the teaching of Jesus, utter trust in the 
Father’s care is evidently the only needed cure for 
anxiety, “Take no thought for your life. .. . Your 
heavenly father knoweth. . . . Take no thought for the 
morrow. . . ” All we have to ask for is summed up in 
the petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us today our 
bread for the morrow.” This Moffatt translation places 
the emphasis where it belongs. Tomorrow constitutes 
our horizon. The right attitude to which Jesus is con- 
stantly pointing, is that of the centurion who knows 
that a man under authority merely does what he is 
told to do on the spur of the moment. The Master sin- 
gles him out for praise: “Truly, I say to you, not even 
in Israel have I found such faith.” A faith, that is, that 
does not ask long range questions. And when on rare 
Occasions such questions were put to Jesus, the ques- 
tioner was rebuked. This was the case when Peter 
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asked the risen Lord what would happen to John, only 
to be told: “What is that to you?”—-which freely trans- 
lated in contemporary American reads: “That is none 
of your business!” 

We all need to be aroused into a consciousness of 
of our true condition as disciples. Our activity and our 
ways of thinking are to a high degree determined by 
our Own presuppositions, by those we owe to our tra- 
ditional views, and also by the collective notions we 
share with our contemporaries. We know all this but 
only with what John Baillie would call, “the top of 
our mind.” It is well nigh impossible for us to see it 
the way it really is. Thus when George Muller formu- 
lated his rules on how to ascertain the will of God, he 
gave priority to the need for seeking “to get my heart 
into such a state that it has no will of its own in regard 
to a given matter.” I doubt that contemporary psy- 
choanalysts would pronounce this first article possible 
of achievement. Even so, what is of special interest to 
us is that the experienced man of prayer George Muller 
So evidently was, insisted that nine-tenths of the trou- 
ble with most of us is just here. 

And so it was with the first disciples. Thus Mark 
shows the sons of Zebedee advancing their claim to 
the seats they meant to occupy in the Lord’s glory. 
They could not help but be obsessed by preconcep- 
tions born of the later Jewish view of the advent of 
the kingdom of God. No wonder the arrest of Jesus 
and His ghastly crucifixion struck them with panic and 
despair. Hence the loss of nerve of the Emmaus dis- 
ciples. They had trusted that He would be the re- 
deemer of Israel according to the currently held vi¢w 
of the event. Actually the high priests and the rulers 
had delivered Him to be sentenced to death and had 
Him crucified. He had been dead for three days. Heed 
now the radical change of outlook forced upon the 
downcast disciples. 

Upon hearing them bewail the collapse of their 
dreams, Jesus called them fools. Then He interpreted 
to them the passages referring to Himself throughout 
the Scriptures. The Germans have a word to character- 
ize the thing the Emmaus pilgrims were now asked to 
do. That word is, umlernen—to learn the other way 
around. The reason they had erred was that their ex- 
pectations had ultimately been their own, while the God 
of Jesus Christ is shown throughout the Bible to be the 
Great Doer of the unexpected. 

This truly bewildering characteristic comes to an 
early expression in the “scandal of particularity” which 
stares us in the face from the very core of Scripture. It 
actually constitutes the significance of the Bible, namely 
that God’s revelation has been conveyed through 
historical events concerning a chosen people. This is all 
the more unexpected as we consider on the one hand 








the holy, all wise, all powerful nature of God, and on 
the other, the stubborn, crafty, and even treacherous 
character of Israel, together with its social and political 
insignificance. And yet the choice, however incredible, 
comes to pass with the call of Abraham. 


DOER OF THE UNEXPECTED 


The dimension of the unexpected overlays even this 
scandal of particularity. The very ways of God dis- 
close it at every turn of events. Consider for example 
the very Act through which a mass of depressed serfs 
are delivered out of their Egyptian servitude in the 
midst of truly epic events. Again, think of the un- 
expected appearance of the sea-roving Philistines 
threatening the confederation of the clans of Israel, or 
of the sordid spectacle of the foolish, and even crim- 
inal Israelites under Jeroboam II. Or pause to under- 
stand why God should have troubled to send Amos to 
those adulterous deniers of all justice, in the midst of 
fraud and perjury? To turn to yet another aspect of the 
unexpected, why should such a man as Hosea have 
had to cope with an unfaithful wife, or a John the Bap- 
tist have fallen victim to the sadism of Herod? If God 








In England it is against the law to take intoxicating beverages out 
of a hotel, inn, etc., after ten o‘clock at night. Four men had bought 
a case of liquor at 9:30 p.m. and had stayed in the drinking room 
until 10:23, upon which time they took their case and left the drinking 
room, going through the lobby towards the exit. They were arrested 
in the lobby and convicted in a lower court, and heavily fined. In the 
High Court of Justice their appeal was sustained. The law said “take 
from” the hotel. The police, said the Lord Chief Justice, had struck 
tee soon. There was no doubt of the intent, but there had not been 
the actual commission of the crime. 

God’s law is just the opposite. In a worldly court a man is not 
guilty until he has actually committed a wrongful act. In God’s justice 
@ man commits the wrong act, the sin, because he is a. sinner. It is 
the intent of the heart that counts. That is why ALL are counted sinners 
before God. There is no appeal from His verdict, and no overruling 
of His sente The dy is to be found in fleeing to His Son, the 
Saviour, who died for the sinner as well as for the sins. 





is the Almighty, how may we account for the fact that 
Jeremiah’s exultant joy at Josiah’s reform should s9 
soon have turned to gloom, as the shrines and idols of 
yesterday seemed to have only been removed to make 
room for Temple worship and the trappings of its rit- 
ual? Why should Cyrus have been the instrument of 
the exiles’ mighty deliverance from Babylon? And sub- 
sequently, how may one explain the utter lack of com- 
passion shown by Israel in the face of pagan darkness, 
as exemplified in the Book of Jonah? 

And yet, withal, the Great Doer of the unexpected 
stands also revealed as showing forth an_ infinite 
steadiness of purpose, doing for man what man could 
never do for himself. What actually hides such steadi- 
ness is the fact of an infinite variety of response on the 
part of God. 


THE EXTRAORDINARY TURN 


What should particularly draw our attention as 
Christians is the unexpected nature of the manner in 
which He wrought out His purpose in the ministry of 
our Lord. People came to Jesus to see a wonder 
worker. They were actually confronted by God’s will 
for them. The ecclesiastics of the time should have 
been expected to do their utmost to help Jesus. Yet 
the most violent opposition He encountered came 
from them, so that they were singled out by Him for 
utter condemnation. And so it had been with the “un- 
expected” as a dimension of the disciples’ experience. 
Their anticipation of the glory at hand had come to 
naught on Calvary. They were left in utter despond- 
ency. And yet, in the power of God, their fellowship 
with the Lord would be restored to them a hundred- 
fold in the glow of Easter morn. Ever afterwards dis- 
ciples would be in closer fellowship with the living and 
ever present Christ than the first disciples had been in 
the days of His flesh. Another extraordinary turn of 
history would transform Saul, the ruthless prosecutor of 
the Gentiles into Paul,- the greatest missionary the 
Christian cause has ever hailed. In vain had the high 
priest and Pilate his accomplice tried to annihilate the 
small sect. Henceforth the gospel would spread over 
the Western world like a prairie fire. The Palestinian 
confinement had burst wide open, so that the formerly 
Jewish context of New Testament Christianity had be- 
come an imperial context. How different from the 
expectation of the Emmaus disciples the fulfillment 
turned out to be! And so, we feel prompted to exclaim 
with the Psalmist: 

Thou art the God that does wonders... 

The Christ was no longer limited as He had been in 
the days of His flesh. So also the overseas Jews were 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Guaranteed to give a new appreciation of what the Beatitudes can mean to you 
in the 20th century. First in an illuminating series by William Fitch. 


HERE IS no passage in all the Bible on which 

Christian men and women ought to meditate 
more and over which continually they should pray 
than the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes are not only a 
series of our Lord’s sayings, precious though these un- 
doubtedly are. Nor are they merely an elaboration or 
exposition of the Mosaic Law with a higher spiritual 
content. And they are certainly not simply a brief 
code of conduct suitable for some special generation. 
No! The Beatitudes are our Lord’s portrait of the 
Christian man. If we want to know the marks of the 
Christian disciple, we will find them here more viv- 
idly portrayed than anywhere else, more exactly de- 
lineated than at any other point in all the Scriptures. 

Let me recall the scene. Our Lord has gone about 
Galilee preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom and 
healing all manner of sickness and disease among 
the people. Great multitudes followed Him, from 
Galilee and from Decapolis, from Judah and from the 
region round about Jordan. Here was a congregation 
no synagogue could contain and so we read: 

“Seeing the multitudes, He went up into a moun- 
tain and when He was set, His disciples came unto 
Him: And He opened His mouth and taught them.” 

In our Lord’s audience is both a great multitude and’ 
also the inner band of His chosen disciples. This must 
have been by design. The manifesto of the Kingdom 


The author is minister of Knox Presbyterian Church, 


Toronto, Canada, and well known for his lucid Bible 
expositions. 
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must be published from the mountain top and its 
sound echo throughout all the world. But it is obvious 
that our Lord’s words are directed specifically to the 
ear and to the heart of His own followers who are the 
citizens of His Kingdom. 

“We may say,” says Bishop Gore, “that it was 
spoken into the ear of the Church and overheard by 
the world.” The principle our Lord uses here is a fur- 
damental one. He sees the multitudes; but He teaches 
His Church. It is through the body of believers that 
He reaches out to society. Through the individual 
Christian the word as well as the life of Jesus Christ is 
made known to men. And this is the Christian’s high 
responsibility and greatest honor. 

What is He teaching? Here is John Wesley’s sum- 
mary of the Sermon: “The Son of God, who came 
from heaven, is here showing us the way to heaven; 
to the place which He hath prepared for us; the glory 
He had before the world began. He is teaching us the 
true way to life everlasting; the royal way which 
leads to the kingdom; and the only true way—for 
there is none besides: all other paths lead to de- 
struction. And all His words are true and right con- 
cerning all things, and shall stand fast for ever and 
ever.” 

Since this is so, the teaching of these three chap- 
ters of St. Matthew are for Christians everywhere and 
in every generation. When our Lord says: “Ye are 
the light of the world,” He is obviously addressing His 
own chosen people at all times and setting before them 








their inescapable responsibility to witness and to work 
for Him. 

Much has been written on this subject. One of the 
tersest, as well as one of the timeliest, examinations is 
made by that prince of preachers, Dr. Martyn Lloyd- 
Jones, in his general Introduction to his Studies in the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

“There is nothing,” he writes, “nothing so dangerous 
as to say that the Sermon on the Mount has nothing 
to do with modern Christians. Indeed, I will put it like 
this: it is something which is meant for all Christian 
people. It is a perfect picture of the life of the King- 
dom of God. And I have no doubt at all in my own 
mind that that is why Matthew put it in his Gospel at 
the very beginning.” We study the Beatitudes believing 
that here is a living word for us all and that here also is 
the most categorical standard by which we may assess 
the reality as well as the quality of our own personal 
discipleship. 

So much by way of introduction. Look now at the 
text of the Beatitudes as St. Matthew records it, this 
‘delicate but so decisive outline of the citizen of 
Christ’s Kingdom’. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth. 

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy. 

s nes are the pure in heart: for they shall see 

od. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called sons of God. 

Blessed are they that have been persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye when men shall reproach 
you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex- 
ceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were be- 
fore you.” 

Here is thought that transcends all human thought, life 
that condemns all human life, promise that offers hope 
and glad, confident prospect to all who look for reality 
and abundant life. Here, too, it will be readily seen, is 
more than the word of Christ; here is the very life of 
Christ. The character described is none other than our 
Lord’s own character. The flawless perfection pre- 
sented is nothing else but the divine perfection of the 
One who speaks. 

A follower of the Lord will see to it that he studies 
the marks of this life and earnestly prays that these be 
the marks of his own life. 

The first word our Savior spoke in the Sermon on 


10 


the Mount is the word ‘Blessed.’ “Our excellent and 
gracious Lawgiver,” writes Jeremy Taylor in his ser- 
mon, The Great Exemplar, “begins his Sermon on the 
Mount with a proposal of the end—Blessedness.” 
This is the essence of Christianity. The beginning and 
the end of the life that is in Christ is Blessedness. This 
is absolutely fundamental. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to bless men. Now as He opens His mouth and 
begins to teach, He shows men how they can be 
blessed. He outlines the pathway into blessedness. He 
has not come to take from them the wine of life. On 
the contrary, He has come to fill the cup of joy to the 
overflow and to hand it in its fullness to all who will 
take. Blessedness is His gift. It was into blessedness 
that he called all men. The citizen of the new king- 
dom is one who can say with Mary: “All generations 
shall call me blessed.” 

But what is this blessedness Christ brings? 

First of all, it is a spiritual blessedness. 


NOT IN ABUNDANCE 


Our Lord spoke to men who were concerned about 
material things. Treasures on earth, food and rai- 
ment, house and lands, abundance of goods—these 
were the things that filled their minds. But blessedness 
was not therein. “A man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesses.” This 
was the burden of His message. Gratified desires never 
mean satisfied selves. Merchandise and money, se- 
curities and property, opulence and fortune, riches and 
plenty are no foundation on which to establish the 
good life. The blessed man is one who within his heart 
possesses the treasures of peaceableness and patience, 
of meekness and purity, of tenderness of heart and love 
towards God. Christ’s blessedness is something infi- 
nitely higher than the aristocratic virtue of the Pla- 
tonists, transcendently greater than the joy of the 
pleasure-seeking Epicureans. “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is not meat and drink, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” True blessedness is 
a spiritual quality shared only by those who know the 
life of the Holy Spirit. 

All of which is a word for this hour in which you 
and I live. Our 20th century is the century of scien- 
tific man. Ours is the age of the gadget and appliance 
of every kind. Never before in the history of the 
world have so many possessed so much. Everything 
makes life agreeable, cogenial, pleasant and humane. 
But is blessedness being found therein? The answer is 
absolutely in the negative. To this age as to the rich 
young ruler our Lord would say: “Sell all that thou 
hast . . . and take up thy cross and follow Me.” 

Another thing we must note about this blessedness. 
It is a conditioned blessedness. 
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This is obvious from what we have already said. 
Our Lord bases life on God as a foundation. He cal- 
culates life on the scale of eternity. He demands that 
the basic priorities of man’s life be adjusted and pro- 
portioned according to the revelation God has given 
us of Himself and of His will for men. Of necessity, 
therefore, man must meet the conditions that God 
sets if he is to know anything of true blessedness. 

Now nowhere more clearly in all the New Testa- 
ment are these conditions outlined than in the Beati- 
tudes. Here is a description of what every Christian is 
meant to be. Here are the standards that he must 
meet. We do not have here some characteristics of some 
exceptional Christians. No! All these marks are meant 
to be observable in all servants of the Lord. And all 
this means that the logical exposition of the birth, 
growth, work, nature and goal of the truly Christian 
man which we find in the Beatitudes is binding on 
everyone. God has no favorites. All who would enter 
into the kingdom of blessedness, must meet the con- 
ditions which our Lord here establishes. What are 
these marks and conditions? Poverty of spirit, sorrow 
over sin, submissiveness and meekness, a hunger after 
righteousness, mercifulness, purity of heart, peaceable- 
ness and suffering. No man is truly a Christian who 
does not know such grace and graces within his heart. 


A PRESENT BLESSEDNESS 


And it is a present blessedness. 

Both the present and the future tenses are em- 
ployed by our Lord in the promises that He links with 
the conditions. “They shall be comforted.” “They shall 
inherit the earth.” But He also says: “Theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” Here we see the perfect co- 
mingling of the now and the hereafter. For the Chris- 
tian it is always “All this and heaven too.” The 
child of God looks for a city whose builder and 
maker is God and yet he proves the truth of the word 
of his Lord, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is within you.’ 
The blessedness of heaven he knows now on earth. He 
shares the life of God now in time. Even now by faith 
he dwells in the heavenlies with Christ. 

It was of this that Isaac Watts wrote in unforgettable 
phrases: 

The men of grace have found 
Glory begun below; 


Celestial fruits on earthly ground 
From faith and hope may grow. 


The hill of Zion yields 
A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reach the heavenly fields, 
Or walk the golden streets. 
This is the heritage of them that fear the name of 
the Lord. “The Lord taketh pleasure in His people: 
He beautifies the meek with salvation.” The servant of 
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the Lord may pass through many a night of difficulty 
and sorrow. But his Lord is with him. He fears no 
evil. He finds a table furnished in the presence of his 
foes. The hosts of God encamp round him. The song 
of the redeemed sings on within his heart. He knows 
the blessedness of the communion of the saints. What 
more could he desire? 

This blessedness is offered to all. 

When Aristotle asked the question: “What is the 
blessed life,” he concluded that the life truly worth 
living is possible only for a very few men. It was im- 
possible, he said, for slaves because they were the 
mere tools of other men. It was impossible for the 
diseased because they were necessarily miserable. It 
was impossible for poor people because they had not 
the sufficiency of this world’s goods. And it was im- 
possible for those dying young because they hadn’t had 
time enough to realize true blessedness. 

But the offer of Christ includes all such. “Come unto 
Me,” He cried, “all ye that labor and are heavy laden 
and I will give you rest.” It is impossible to read the 
Beatitudes and not see so clearly that there is “who- 
soever” at the heart of them all. Blessedness is the 
Master’s gift to all who will receive it at His hand. 
Tragically, too many refuse to accept. Still today is it 
true: “Ye will not come unto Me that ye might have 
life.” Yet still Christ stands over against the world 
and His offer is the offer of life. “Him that cometh 
unto me, I will in no wise cast out.” 

This is the blessed life. It is the miracle of grace that 
offers such blessedness to man in revolt against his God. 
Blessed indeed is the man who'has ears to hear this 
word of love and having heard proceeds at once to 
obey his Lord’s commandments. 








In the yellow pages of the Minneapolis telephone directory, in- 
serted in the midst of the listings for Funeral Directors is the following: 
“When away, keep in touch by long distance. Phone ahead for 
reservations. Let them know you're on the way.” 

Settle the problem of eternity while still in this life. You can’t do it 
by phone, but you can do it by faith. 
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SURGERY 
Opens Up 
an Island 

















Plastic surgeon, Dr. Ralph Blocksma, 


Ever hear of Mammituppu? Neither had Dr. Blocksma until two years ago. By DAVID R. ENLOW 


S RECENTLY as October 1958, the superstitious Cuna 
Indians barred educators and missionaries from 
Mammituppu, one of about 350 San Blas Islands 
forming a half-mile-wide fringe in the Caribbean Sea 
along the northern coast of Panama. Gospel penetra- 
tion seemed impossible. 

Today, active missionary work is carried on; the in- 
habitants of this backward island listen attentively to 
the claims of Christ. Missionary medicine has written 
another thrilling chaper in the story of gospel advance. 

In July, 1958, Dr. Roland N. Icke of Balboa 
Heights, Canal Zone, leader of the Gorgas Hospital 
chapter of the Christian Medical Society, visited 
Mammituppu. The natives courteously allowed him to 
look around the island, but refused to allow a clinic to 
be held. While there, Dr. Icke noticed a young boy 
with a cleft lip. He wondered if somehow this defect 
might become the opening wedge to bring the gospel to 
these people. 

A short time later, after returning to the Canal 
Zone, Dr. Icke received a letter from Dr. Ralph 
Blocksma of Grand Rapids, Mich., president of the 
Christian Medical Society. He would be passing 
through Panama on his way to Quito, Ecuador. Dr. 
Icke considered this an answer to prayer. Perhaps 
Blocksma, a plastic surgeon, could repair the cleft lip 
of the boy on Mammituppu. 

When Blocksma heard the story, he re-arranged his 
itinerary and agreed to perform the operation. Mean- 


The author is director of publications of the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee International and 
managing editor of “CBMC Contact.” 


while, a believer from the island of Ailigandi, Lonnie 
Iglesias, went to Mammituppu to speak to the child’s 
parents for permissidh to correct the deformity. Al- 
though the boy’s father was joyful at the prospect, his 
two grandfathers—both medicine men—strongly op- 
posed the operation. They had used native herbs, 
medicine baths, and chants to no avail. They felt 
nothing more could be done. 

But, after much pleading by the father, consent was 
given. Shortly thereafter, a three-weeks-old baby with 
a cleft lip, also from Mammituppu, and a three-year- 
old boy from Playon Chico became surgical candidates. 

On October 19, 1958, Dr. and Mrs. Blocksma flew 
into the Canal Zone. Before dawn the following day, 
Dr. Icke and the Blocksmas left Paitilla airport for the 
San Blas Islands. Viewing both the Atlantic and the 
Pacific as they crossed the Isthmus, they landed on the 
mainland an hour later. Lonnie Iglesias met them and 
took them in his cayuco to Ailigandi. 

When operation time came, about three hours later, 
only one of the prospective patients was ready for 
surgery. The baby’s parents had given up hope and 
did not bring the child. A day earlier, the boy from 
Playon Chico had contracted a severe respiratory in- 
fection, and surgery was not possible. 

Meanwhile, preparations continued for the boy 
with the cleft lip. “An operating table was blocked up 
to the right height in the missionary’s screened kitch- 
en,” Dr. Icke said, “and after some delay in getting 
the jeep-engine-driven electric generator started, we 
finally had power to operate a 250-watt photoflood 
light for the operating table and the suction machine. 
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pmedication worked effectively so that the patient 
is nearly asleep when we took him to the operating 
pm. The father waited outside with eyes full of tears 
d a mixture of faith and fear. 

“The endotracheal anesthesia was smoothly ad- 
inistered as we scrubbed and prepared for surgery. 
e entire operative procedure progressed smoothly 
fithout incident and as there was no cleft palate, the 
pair was completed in one stage. As the child re- 
led from anesthesia, magazines were rolled around 
s arms at the elbows to prevent his hands from 
maging his lips. 

“His father was greatly relieved and extremely 
ased with the repair. I returned to Ailigandi one 
eek later and removed sutures, then permitted the 
tient and his father to return to Mammituppu. The 
fesults of the repair were perfect and the entire village 
was amazed at the boy’s appearance. The parents of 
the three-week-old baby were sorry that they had not 
brought their child for surgery, but it was too late 
then.” 

The boy’s grandfathers, the medicine men, said that 
Dr. Blocksma must be a god. Certainly no mere man 
could have performed such an amazing feat. Lonnie 
I. Iglesias explained that the surgeon is a highly trained 
specialist who performs that kind of surgery for a liv- 
ing. “He is not a god, but has the love of God in his 
heart and as His servant is being used to do this 
It work.” 

According to island custom, the boy had had no 
name because names are given only after a person 
h does something worthwhile or distinctive. Now that he 
had become a minor celebrity, his father, Ikwayepikti, 
decided he should have a name. It should be that of 
a great man, and surely none could be greater than the 
one who had performed the surgical miracle. So the 
child was named Rafael. As a token of his deep appre- 
ciation, the father presented six eggs to the mission- 
aries. 

By February, 1959, as a result of the surgical in- 
cident, the San Blas Island of Mammituppu began to 
open its doors to the gospel. Three of their boys en- 
tered the mission school on Ailigandi. The oldest, 
| Sebastian Silva, 16, has been asked several times to 
| tell the Tribal Council of Mammituppu what he has 
learned. One of the Cuna Indians who reads and un- 
derstands Spanish recently purchased a new Bible. He 
spends many evenings reading to the Council and 
translating into the Cuna language. Many islanders 



























Panorama of San - life: Top: Blocksmas and native ear rings; second 
from top: imitive work habits; third from top: San Blas’ 
ped huts; bottoms Blocksmas shelling native corn. 
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Blocksma‘s plastic surgeon patients. 


thus are becoming familiar with the simpler Bible 
stories. 

Next, Icke accompanied Iglesias and Silva on a 
visit to Mammituppu. They had no way of knowing 
what their reception would be, for though Iglesias had 
made several friendly visits during the previous year, 
he had not attempted teaching or preaching. 

When the three men arrived, officials took them to 
the Tribal Council to speak with Chief Olomaiktir. 
“The chief told us that he had recently heard of Christ 
Jesus,” Icke related, “and how this Jesus had healed 





the sick during His earthly life. He said that the en- 
tire village was amazed at the successful surgical repair 
of the boy’s lip, and that some of his people had gone 
to Ailigandi at various times and were cured by medi- 
cines they received from Iglesias. Olomaiktir welcomed 
us as ‘ambassadors of Christ coming to heal the sick,’ 
He urged us to treat the illnesses of his people.” 

Fifteen to 20 people responded to the first clinic on 
Mammituppu. A crowd of curious spectators stood on 
the sidelines. After treatments for worms, eye infec- 
tions, dermatitis and respiratory infections, Icke made 
numerous “house calls” and discovered cases of pneu- 
monia, pleurisy and tuberculosis. 

One patient, wishing to show appreciation, invited 
the three men into his home. “We were given the 
‘friendship drink’ of sweetened, mashed plantains,” 
Icke added, “which we readily accepted in spite of its 
unappetizing appearance and doubtful bacteriological 
status—a small price to pay for their friendship and 
the possibility of reaching these people for Christ.” 

The pioneer work of Anna Coope from 1913 to 
1925 doubtless paved the way to many of the San 
Blas Islands, but the miracle of modern surgery proved 
to be the immediate means of gaining entrance for the 
gospel to the island af Mammituppu. 

In October, 1959, in answer to Icke’s request, 
Blocksma, his wife and Dr. William B. Jensen, an 
anesthesiologist, flew to the Canal Zone. Mrs. Blocksma 
reported: “We could see the island of Ailigandi in the 
distance. . . . We circled and came in over the water on 
to the little grassy field, just as smooth as could be. 
Lonnie Iglesias and Dr. Icke were there to greet us, 
along with the hunchback Indian we remembered from 
last year. Again they took us into their dugout canoe 
and we rode over to the island where the Christian 
mission workers were waiting to greet us. 

“Villagers lined the island’s edge, waiting to see us 
land. There was the father of the boy who so wanted 
his lip repaired last year but was too sick to risk 
surgery. He had come back after a year to have it 
done this time. Also, there was another baby who was 
too ill last year waiting for lip repair. She was the 
granddaughter of the chief of Mammituppu. 

“The doctors and nurses wasted no time. Again the 
kitchen became the operating room. They started with 
a tonsillectomy. Three cleft lips followed, all with 
beautiful results. 

“Finally, eight operations were completed. That 
evening we made rounds through the village. The 
villagers had taken the sick into their homes and given 
them hammocks to sleep in and food to eat. This was 
most unusual as they never took strangers into their 
homes. Then we stopped at the congress hall where the 
(Continued on page 48) 
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PARADOXES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE— 
A Bible Study Hour message of 

extreme practicality for every 

reader of this magazine. 


HOW 
TO 

LIVE 
THE 





HE old spiritual says, “Everybody talkin’ "bout 
Heaven ain’t goin’ there.” This is true. Many peo- 
ple who think they are living the Christian life do not 
even know what it is. 

The Christian life is not merely an attempt to fol- 
low the ethical standards of Jesus Christ. If you fol- 
low the principles of Mohammed, you can be a Mos- 
lem; and if you follow the principles of Spiiioza, you 
can be a humanist. But following the principles of 
Christ does not make you a Christian; to live the 
Christian life you must be born again. And God dis- 
tinctly says that you must be born not of blood 
(through heredity or family); nor of the will of the 
flesh (through human decision); nor of the will of 
man (by the desire or work of someone on your be- 
half), but of God. 

The new birth is the work of God alone. He cre- 

ates an individual anew, and gives him life that is as 
real as physical life but absolutely distinct from any- 
thing that person has known before. 
* God promises to implant this new life within any 
person who will admit (1) that he is less perfect than 
God and therefore a sinner worthy of divine wrath, 
(2) that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay 
the penalty of sin by shedding His blood. Anything 
based on any other foundation is counterfeit and has 
no right to the name of Christian. 

After receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as personal 
Savior and possessing this new life from God, we find 
many paradoxes in that life, which make it most won- 
derful for the believer, but also make it impossible for 
unbelievers to understand. 

The first paradox is that we gain freedom through 
slavery. To the world this seems absurd, but to the 
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Christian, God demonstrates that this is a fact. We 
know that the human race is in bondage to sin which 
affects a man in his moral and intellectual life. 

How can he obtain freedom? The Lord Jesus said, 
“You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free” (John 8:32). Men have twisted that state- 
ment to apply to their own ideas, which they present 
as emancipating forces, even making Christ’s state- 
ment a banner for their unbelief. But there is only one 
honest way to apply Christ’s statement: You shall 
know Christ who is the truth, who said, “I am the 
truth,” and He will make you free. 

Every man has a master. Try as he may to gain in- 
dependence, he will slip deeper and deeper into slavery 
unless he finds the right Master to free him—the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Those who talk about intellectual eman- 
cipation are merely slaves to their own brains, and ful- 
fill the statement of God in Romans 1:22: “Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools.” But, “If 
the Son therefore shall make you free, you shall be 
free indeed” (John 8:36). 

How many have found this to be true! We came to 
the place where we were willing to admit that we were 
slaves to sin and that Christ alone could cut the cords 
that bound us. When we committed all to Christ, the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, He 
made us free from the forces that bound us body and 
soul, and gave us real freedom by making us slaves of 
His righteousness. This is why the Apostle Paul so 
often referred to himself as “the bondslave of Jesus 
Christ”; yet he wrote to the Galatians, “For freedom 


Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not- 


submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1). 
G. W. Martin, a great hymn writer of Scotland, ex- 
presses this in a hymn of consecration: — 


Make me a captive, Lord, 

And then I shall be free; 

Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conq’ror be. 

I sink in life’s alarms 

When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms, 
And strong shall be my hand. 


SEEING THE INVISIBLE 


The second paradox is that the Christian sees the 
invisible. This is not a contradiction. Since we have 
been born again, we have received a new set of spir- 
itual senses which give us knowledge that we could not 
otherwise possess. A man born blind lives in a world 
without color until the surgeon’s knife delivers him 
from darkness. Then he possesses a new sense that he 
never had before. Similarly, the Christian has a set 
of spiritual senses which he never had before. 
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The Word of God tells us that the invisible attributes 
of God, His power and Godhead, are clearly re. 
vealed in His creation, so that men are without excuse 
because they have not followed to its logical conclu- 
sion this evidence of His invisible being. Moses saw the 
invisible God and made his choice in the light of that 
vision. When he had to decide between the throne of 
Pharaoh and the life of an outcast, without hesitation 
he chose the latter. In God’s great list of men noted 
for believing Him we read, “By faith Moses left Egypt, 
not being afraid of the anger of the king; for he en- 
dured as seeing him who is invisible” (Heb. 11:27). 

When we really catch a vision of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, how life changes! It is a well known fact that 
men often have a different outlook at death than dur- 
ing their lives. The miser who has hoarded his gold 
will offer all of it for just a moment more of life. In 
face of death, his money takes on its proper character. 
Christians can have the proper perspective on all 
things during their vigorous years; they need not wait 
until the hour of death to see things as God sees them. 
We have seen the invisible, and in Heaven’s light we 
can discern how shoddy are the goods which the world 
offers as quality products. The baubles which satisfy 
the soul who knows,no light but that of earth, are re- 
vealed for what they really are, when we look upon 
life with the eyes which our Christ gives to us when we 
are born again. “We look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal” (II Cor. 4:18). 


RESTING WITH A BURDEN 


A third paradox of the Christian life is that we find 
rest by taking a burden. What a contradiction this is! 
If a man were carrying some heavy luggage down 
your street, would you tell him that the best means of 
relief would be to add a trunk to his load? In ordinary 
life, this would be nonsense; but our Lord Jesus ex- 
pressed a profound spiritual truth almost in these 
terms: “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy- 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28- 
30). 

Now, two kinds of rest are spoken of here. We 
once bore the burden of sin; but our Savior has re- 
moved that burden once for all. But the Christian still 
has burdens to bear. Natural laws affect us just as they 
do the unsaved. Death takes loved ones; life brings 
separation, grief, sorrow. How shall we find rest? 

Our Lord tells us that rest comes through taking His 
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burden, which means that we are to live in the sphere 
of the cross of Calvary. When the Lord Jesus said that 
we were to take up the cross daily and follow Him, He 
was not talking about our sorrows and sins. A man who 
was an inveterate drinker spoke of his appetite as his 
cross. That was not his cross, that was his sin. A 
woman who was blind spoke of her blindness as her 
cross. That was not her cross, that was an affliction. 
We are to take the cross of Jesus Christ; there is no 
other. We cannot bear the cross in the sense of suffer- 
ing for sin. That He did alone, once and for all. No 
man can ever share it with Him. But we are to take up 
the offense of the cross and follow Him. We live in the 
midst of a world that hates the idea of salvation 
through the blood of the cross. We take up this founda- 
tion truth of faith in that blood, so repulsive to the 
world, and accept our place with Him who was de- 
spised and rejected of men. When we do this, He gives 
us freedom from our own burden. 

Bishop Edward H. Bickersteth of the Church of 
England wrote a hymn in a series of couplets. Each 
first line is a question, and the second line contains the 
answer. If the punctuation of the hymn is not empha- 
sized, its message is missed: 

Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin? 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 
Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far away? 

And the answer of faith comes, strong and clear: 

“In Jesus’ keeping we are safe, and they.” 

Oh, is it possible to have peace when we are called 
upon to commit a loved body to the grave? 

Peace, perfect peace, death shadowing us and ours? 

Jesus hath vanquished death and all its powers. 

The final stanza of the hymn is unbroken triumph: 

It is enough; earth’s struggles soon shall cease, 
And Jesus calls us to heaven’s perfect peace. 

How true this all is! We who are believers can tell 
the world that our burdens have been lifted by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and He has given us a joy of which 
the unbeliever knows nothing. How necessary, then, 
that Christians manifest that joy before the world. We 
have the only cure for its sorrows. Let the world see 
your joy. Many can testify that the overflowing joy in 
the life of some Christian first led them to see the 
emptiness of life without Christ. Take the burden of 
the Cross, and your own burden will be replaced by 
an overpowering joy. 

A fourth paradox of the Christian life is in the fact 
that we conquer by yielding. Do we want victory over 
doubt, over sin, over all the circumstances and vicis- 
situdes of life? Victory is ours if we are willing to be 
defeated. We cannot become what God calls “more 
than conquerors” until we have been thoroughly sub- 
jugated by our Savior who thus becomes our Lord in 
the fullest sense of the word. In Matthew our Lord says, 
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“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.” Some 
commentators have compared this to the yoke by a 
team of oxen, but I believe they failed to see the point 
of this verse. 

I am sure that our Lord must have had in mind the 
yoke which the Romans used on the battlefield. When 
victory had been won, the Roman conquerors thrust 
two spears into the ground and tied a third spear 
across them, low enough so that prisoners were forced 
to bend as they marched under this yoke. The Latin 
word for yoke is jugum; combined with the prefix 
sub (under), it gives us the word subjugate—iiterally, 
to bring under the yoke. So our Lord says to us, “Be 
subjugated to My will; yield to Me; lay down your 
arms; hand over your very self to Me.” Then you shall 

(Continued on page 35) 
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News of a great trial has filled England’s newspapers. Podola, a 
German, who is d of shooting a London policeman, pleaded that 
he was the victim of amnesia for 16 days, and consequently incapable 
of pleading guilty or not guilty. It was the first time in the history of 
British law that such a plea had been entered. England will go farther 
to keep an innocent person from being hurt than will any other nation 
on earth, and so there had to be two trials. The first concerned only the 
question whether the d was fit to be tried. It was a psychiatrist's 
field day. The defence used every possible facet of the problem to 
throw doubt. The man had been in his room for several days with- 
out food. When the police had come, he had been terribly frightened. 
He had resisted and had been terribly beaten as a result. This, they 
claimed, created such fear in his mind that he was in a complete shock 
of amnesia. The judge made a wonderfully fair summary, showing all 
that the defence had put forth, and summing up the entire case of 
prosecution in the words of an old French proverb, “Fear is a great 
inventor.” The jury decided that the accused was fit to be tried. 

Fear is a great inventor. How men invent ideas to keep from be- 
lieving that they are going to face God. They are facing absolute jus- 
tice. They are facing the tearing away of all their inventions of de- 
ception and self-covering. They are all fit to be tried. 

What good news that we do not have to be tried if we accept God's 
verdict that He is satisfied with the death of Christ instead of our 
death. In that sentence lies the whole content of the “good news.” 
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AVERAGE POPULATION 





What Can We Do about the Terrifyiagren 


Every year there are 200,000 more 
alcoholics. 

Today there are between five and seven 
million alcoholics in the U. S. 

Less than 10% of these alcoholics are 
on Skid Row. 

One out of every 16 drinkers is now an 
alcoholic. 

Drunken driving causes half of our 
traffic fatalities. 

Alcoholism costs the U.S. about $1,000,- 
000,000 per year. 

About 50,000,000 Americans become 


intoxicated to some extent each month. 


Approximately 77% of urban adults 
drink. 


One in five alcoholics is a woman. 


Figures and chart from The National Council on Alcoholism 














Increase of tolerance r 


Mz AND MORE in America, alcoholism, the em- 
pire of John Barleycorn, is spreading with 
alarming rapidity. Pastors, doctors and social agencies 
report that the number of “problem drinkers” is in- 
creasing at a tremendous rate; even industry is feeling 
the impact of our national thirst. According to 
Psychiatrist Sydney Kanev, “Alcoholism has jumped 
from 2,800 persons per 100,000 in the 1920’s to 5,000 
in the 1950’s.” In addition, “some 200,000 new cases 
arise annually.” Every 13th adult male is an alcoholic! 

Even more frightening are the “fringe deficits” of 
alcoholism. From the standpoint of cost to the general 
public and industry, alcoholism constitutes a fantastic 
drain upon both. In 1959 the direct cost to industry 
was one billion dollars. 

In addition, alcoholism stimulates crime. The Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation reports that in 1956 
drunkenness offenses in 1500 cities “outnumbered 
every other category of arrest.” Roughly 45.1% of all 
crimes in the U.S. involved alcohol. This situation is 
now growing acute, aff the experts tell us; action must 
be taken at once, it is long overdue. In the words of 
Dr. Kanev: “Let us not make light of this slow, in- 
sidious destructive ‘cancer’ which might visibly reduce 
this nation to a second rate power . . . While we are 


PRODROMAL PHASE 


(in this phase intoxications are not severe 
and limited to evenings, except perhaps for 
week-ends. The drinking is not conspicuous) 
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end of Alcoholism in America? 


making progress daily in our concept of the problem of 
alcoholism, we have not found the answer.” 

Those who have studied their problem in great detail 
agree that alcohol fills a void in the life of the addict. 
To allay his insecurities, frustrations, tensions, conflicts, 
anxieties and fears, he attempts to escape by turning 
to the “crutch” of alcohol. However, there are other 
potent factors. Dr. Kanev shows that our industrial 
progress has created more free time and money but 
our civilization has failed to create constructive ac- 
tivities upon which to “spend” that time and money. 
In effect we have now as a result, “less work, more 
reliance upon artificial measures, more ease in 
achieving comfort . . . it soon exacts a toll in the form 
of boredom, apathy, and loneliness . . . these three 
words pop up constantly in sessions with alcoholics. . . . 
Alcohol becomes a means of producing a lapse of time 
and memory—a slow, vicious method of making time 
stand still or even revert.” 

First and foremost, alcoholism, though a disease as 
real as cancer, is primarily a problem of personal 
choice and is a grievous sin. It is first a sin, secondly it 
is a disease. The Word of God is filled with admoni- 
tions and warnings against intemperance particularly 
in the area of alcohol. “Wine is a scorner and strong 


CRUCIAL OR BASIC PHASE 


-about because of strong drink . . . 


By WALTER R. MARTIN 


drink a brawler, and whoever gets drunk is not wise” 
(Prov. 21:1 Berkeley). 

So deadly is this sin that God has made eternal life 
forfeit for those who become slaves of John Barley- 
corn in preference to becoming servants of Jesus Christ. 
The divine warning that no drunkard “shall inherit the 
kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:21) should be enough of a 
deterrent to those who have any regard for God’s Word 
or the certainty of His judgment. Unfortunately the 
number is apparently decreasing at an alarming rate. 

Scripture is quite explicit concerning God’s attitude 
toward drunkenness. Solomon reminds us that drunk- 
enness causes men to “forget” God’s law, (Prov. 31:5) 
Isaiah declares that drunkenness brought Jehovah’s 
wrath upon Israel: “they reel with wine and wander 
they are victims of 
wine . . . they err in vision and stumble in giving judg- 
ment” (28:7, Berkeley). 

The Apostle Paul counsels Christians to avoid pro- 
fessing “brothers” who are “drunkards” for they are 
“pretenders,” he tells us (I Cor. 5:11, Berkeley). 
True believers are therefore to shun “carousing and 
drinking” and behave as children of light (Rom. 13: 
13, Berkeley). 

But let us not forget the subtleties of alcohol’s appeal. 


CHRONIC PHASE © 


kitons are the rule but limited to evenings, with some “ hangover " the next morning) 


The onset of solitary drinking varies greatly from one 
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Bankruptcy 
of alibis 


‘ 
ad ; Decrease of tolerance 
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Alcohol reduces anxiety and tension in an age char- 
acterized by both. The person who seeks release from 
these hard taskmasters often lapses into boredom. 
Alcohol then fills this gap and a pattern of habitual 
imbibing is set in motion. In the end the alcoholic 
finds that he has literally jumped from the frying pan 
into the fire and has taken on a harder taskmaster than 
he ever bargained for. Once the pattern has become 
solidified the whole metabolism of the alcoholic under- 
goes radical changes. Alcohol becomes his friend, 
companion, crutch and eventually his god. He be- 
comes heir to such destructive diseases as cirrhosis of 
the liver, diabetes, hypertension and accelerated heart 
disorders. His life span is reduced from ten to twelve 
years and almost all his physical and mental properties 
suffer accelerated deterioration, Such horrors unfortu- 
nately seldom deter alcoholics. 

Here the real crux of the problem occurs. An alco- 
holic must be willing to be helped and to help himself; 
apart from such cooperation his condition is hopeless. 
Dr. Kanev cities the case of Ray Salyer, one such con- 
firmed Bowery alcoholic whose testimony in behalf of 
John Barleycorn he considers to be quite typical. 

“There came a day in my life when I knew what I 
was doing but I was no longer capable of doing what 
was right. Maybe you do not know what I mean or 
what that does to a man who starts to drink. It has 
nothing to do with morals. It has to do with certain 
tensions like some awful disease, and these tensions 
come and all hope and all meaning are tossed aside. I 
was happy in my early years, but things were sad and 
mixed up. I was a farmer, married to a lovely girl and 
somewhere I have children whom I hope never will see 
me again. . . . They’ve all tried to straighten me out 
but I don’t want to be straightened out. I’m the rec- 
reational alcoholic, not the compulsive alcoholic who 
wants to snap out of it, not the typical alcoholic. I 
like to drink because there is nothing else in life for 
me but booze. We’re all like that down here, lost and 
no one will find us—we don’t have the will to struggle 
for comfort—we don’t want love and we don’t ask for 
money—we don’t complain about fate—we don’t even 
hope for salvation—we only seek oblivion, so that we 
can forget all the things we don’t even remember.” 

This same man, Dr. Kanev points out, was offered 
$40,000 to take a role in a motion picture because he 
so resembled the character in the script that the talent 
scouts who found him were willing to risk that much 
even on an alcoholic. Mr. Salyer, when refusing the 
$40,000 offer said, “I don’t want ever to come back. 
I just want the Bowery and to be left alone.” 

How frightening is this terrible devotion the alco- 
holic has to his liquid god. For love of this deity he 
will beg, lie, cheat, steal, suffer privation, hunger and 


the loss of family, friends and all earthly comforts. He 
is lost and he knows it, but the terrible part is that he 
apparently doesn’t want to be found! 

The only solution to the problem of the alcoholic 
then, according to all authorities on the subject, is “a 
reversal of thinking,” in a word, repentance. Since the 
church of Jesus Christ has been entrusted with the 
only message that can bring true repentance and de- 
liverance from sin—of which alcoholism is a direct 
result—our responsibility becomes clear. We must la- 
bor to bring about this “reversal of thinking” and our 
most powerful weapons are prayer, the proclamation 
of the gospel and the multiple facilities to help alco- 
holics to want to begin the long road back. 

Herein lies one of the sins of the church. We have 
assumed that preaching alone can meet the need. 
Experience has shown this to be largely untrue. We 
must not only preach, we must work and give of our- 
selves, our substance and our time. Our country is in 
danger and our testimony in this area largely in dis- 
repute—this is a challenge for the church indeed. 

On every hand in all the mass media of communi- 
cation (radio, TV, national magazines, newspapers) 
Americans are being propagandized to consume more 
alcohol. The liquor lébbies in Washington are second 
to none in their lavish propaganda efforts. The 
“Goliath of Booze,” as Billy Sunday used to say, is a 
mighty adversary, but we still have David’s sling and 


the smooth stones of repentance and regeneration. The 


problem is not a simple one. Indeed it is complexity 
personified. The alcoholic needs medical attention, re- 
habilitation facilities and all the efforts of the com- 
munity to aid his comeback, but most of all He needs 
Jesus Christ and “a renewing of his mind.” He needs 
to become “a new creation” for only then will the old 
things truly pass away and “all things become new” 
(II Cor. 5:17). 

Let us by all means fill the gap of increased leisure 
time with constructive work. Let us make every effort 
to provide facilities for the prevention and cure of al- 
coholism, but let us not forget the root of the issue— 
human depravity and sin. The only remedy for this is 
salvation in Christ. The god in the bottle must be re- 
placed by the Christ of Calvary and the empty tomb. 
To alcoholics everywhere the church of Christ can 
offer what no earthly organization or combination of 
organizations can ever supply. We can offer the anti- 
dote to sin. Christ can treat the cause of the disease of 
alcoholism, man at his best can only treat its symp- 
toms. 

For their apathy Christ offers action—‘Follow 
me” (Matt. 4:19). For their boredom, purpose—‘“I 
will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19) and for 

(Continued on page 33) 
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CONSERVATISM 
LIBERALISM 
& 
NEO-ORTHODOXY_ 


A PRESENT DAY SURVEY 


BY E. M. BLAIKLOCK 


stirs emotion. Even where strife has ceased, the memory of strife is 

sharp, and faults on both sides have left a heritage of suspicion, too 
readily renewed. To forestall the inevitable attempt to label, align, and classify, 
it is therefore necessary to state my own point of view. I write here as a 
convinced conservative. I have never seen logic in liberalism. The inadequacies 
of neo-orthodoxy, I shall set forth sympathetically but firmly. Fundamentalism 
is a term which needs cold storage until it loses its emotive overtones and 
begins to mean the same to all who use it. 


4 SUBJECT touches the deep loyalties of Christian men, and easily 
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“Orthodoxy should not be a mere emotional attitude, 


but the stand of an informed, devoted man.” 


I should perhaps add a hopeful adjective to the 
word ‘conservative.’ I last talked with that old stalwart, 
Dr. Graham Scroggie, in 1951. We discussed the 
present theme. He held up a large hand with fingers 
spread. He clasped the uplifted thumb with his other 
hand and said: “Modernist”; then likewise the little 
finger, saying: “Obscurantist.” He gripped the fore- 
finger with the word: “Liberal,” and the third finger 
saying: “Fundamentalist.” The tall middle finger re- 
mained, straight and challenging. He seized it and 
wagged it. “Informed Conservative,” he said, “there I 
stand.” Obviously, Dr. Scroggie was protesting against 
the partisanship sometimes mistaken for orthodoxy. 
He was not pleading for compromise or a perilous 
progress down the middle of the road. All who knew 
him know that he yielded to none in his respect for the 
authority and inspiration of Scripture. He did, how- 
ever, demand that orthodoxy should not be a mere 
emotional attitude, but the stand of an informed, de- 
voted man, and free from both credulity and super- 
stition, and the noise and controversy which has so 
often passed for scholarship. When, therefore, I claim 
to be “a convinced conservative,” I hope also to be 
regarded as “an informed conservative.” 


A FEW DEFINITIONS 


A few definitions are in order. In such discussion it 
will be well to extricate ourselves from a web of 
emotive words. Consider, therefore, the following: 

(a) A conservative is one whose attitude and policy 
is to conserve traditional values. In theology those 
values have tended to be those associated with revela- 
tion, inspiration, and the authority of Scripture. Central 
doctrines of the Christian faith are involved. 

(b) A liberal Protestant is one who, according to 
the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, seeks 
“an anti-dogmatic and humanitarian construction of 
the Christian faith,” an attitude which, by the same au- 
thority, “until recently appeared to be gaining ground 
in nearly all the Protestant churches” (Italics mine). 

(c) A liberal evangelical is a Church of England 
term for one closer to Conservatism, who is “con- 
cerned to re-state old truths, e.g. the atonement and 


Dr. Blaiklock is professor of classics at Auckland 
University College, New Zealand, and author of “The 
Acts of the Apostles’ (Eerdmans). His last article in 
ETERNITY was “What Archaeology Knows about Mel- 
chizedek” (April ’60). 
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the authority of the Bible, in terms more consonant 
with modern thought.” (O.D.C.C.) 

(d) Modernism, like liberalism, was originally a 
Roman Catholic term. The movement, a pronouncedly 
liberal one, was scotched by Pius X (1903—1914) as 
“a synthesis of all heresies.” The term remained as a 
wider term for radical critics of traditional theology. 

(e). Fundamentalism is a rigid form of Conserva- 
tism more indigenous to the United States than to the 
British Commonwealth, and in common practice as- 
sociated with separatism and a polemical and con- 
troversial approach. 

(f) Higher criticism, in spite of a common misuse 
of the term, is a neutral and technical term. The ‘lower 
criticism’ is the scientific and objective examination of 
a text in order to establish the correct reading. It in- 
volves paleography, the collation, history, and descent 
of manuscripts. The lower critic is concerned with 
meaning only in so faf*as a coherent meaning is obvi- 
ously his goal and often determines his choice of a read- 
ing. His task is largely mechanical and the more 
impersonal the better. The ‘higher critic’ takes over 
where he leaves off. 

For example, in John 5:4, it is impossible to estab- 
lish on ‘lower critical’ grounds whether or not the 
verse should have a place in the text. The manu- 
scripts are evenly divided. The case is therefore re- 
ferred to the higher critical court, where meaning, 
relevance, the harmony of the verse with the theme of 
the book or the teaching of the Bible, context, his- 
torical, literary, religious, and such wider themes are 
brought into consideration. The case, in such a discus- 
sion, is overwhelmingly against the authenticity of the 
verse we have used for illustration, for no other com- 
petitive miracle has a place in the Bible, and the Lord, 
in His cure, disregarded the pool. It is a ‘gloss,’ a 
marginal explanation which has intruded into the text. 

John 8:1-11 provides a similar illustration. The 
lower critical evidence is likewise inconclusive. But in 
the higher critical court the passage is overwhelmingly 
vindicated. It is so true to life, so consonant with 
Christ’s teaching and manners, that its authenticity 
cannot be doubted. John may have included a note 
written by a colleague in his text. Hence some odd 
words. And early monasticism accounts for its wide 
deletion. 

Such is ‘higher criticism.’ How came it then that the 
term is still popularly used for modernism? The fault 
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is with those who abused the critical process, infused 
judgment with prejudice, and used a delicate branch of 
scholarship to hawk private opinion. Let us use the 
term technically. 

(g) Obscurantism is a term of abuse applied to 
conservatism by the more militant liberals. It suggests 
opposition to the light and derives from the Epistulae 
Obscurorum Virorum, an early 16th century satire 
against scholasticism in Cologne. It is an emotive term 
which has no worthy use. 


AN AUTHORITATIVE BIBLE 


It is well to state with the greatest possible clarity 
what it is that the informed Conservative is trying to 
preserve. Here lies much misunderstanding, occa- 
sioned, no doubt, by extravagant statements on both 
sides. 

The principal object of his jealous conservation is an 
authoritative Bible. He cannot see how, without the 
loftiest doctrine of inspiration that which Scripture 
teaches can be advanced, preached, or taught with 
cogency or confidence. Granted a Bible sanctioned by 
God, he can preach without misgiving the traditional 
message of Christianity—a divine Christ, an atoning 
death, a unified Bible with a nation’s history moulded 
to the end of God’s inruption into history, and a unified 
New Testament with no dichotomy between Christ and 
Paul. Once shake substantially the authority of Scrip- 
ture, and the haphazard collection of documents into 
which the Bible forthwith dissolves, becomes a happy 
hunting ground for theorists. Interpretation, devout or 
clever, becomes rationalist, subjective, secular. The 
Bible ceases to speak if it is no longer the Word of God. 
Nor does it solve the dilemma to state that, amid a 
welter of human gropings, it contains the Word of God. 
Authority must be objective, not according to a reader’s 
whim or fluctuating choice. Such is the conservative’s 
belief. 

Conservatism, I have insisted, should be informed 
conservatism. The point is stressed because a nervous 
loyalty has sought too often to steady the ark of God 
with clumsy hands. It has tended to defend indefensible 
positions, narrow the legitimate area for difference of 
opinion and to adopt over dogmatic attitudes, espe- 
cially in matters of eschatology, wherein a wide field 
is open for devout interpretation. Some conservatives, 
impatient with the transient and sometimes irresponsi- 
ble theorizings of scholarship, have been, with equal 
irresponsibility, critical of scholarship generally. 

Informed conservatism welcomes all the light which 
learned research can throw on Scripture. It is no de- 
votee of literalism, not committed to Ussher’s dates, 
to a ‘futurist’ view of the Apocalypse, or to the text of 
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the King James Version. Its view of Scripture can ab- 
sorb all genuine discovery, although it has sometimes 
failed to demonstrate that confidence, and opposed 
where it should have adapted. 

Consider, for example, the ‘documentary theory’ of 
the Pentateuch. From Wellhausen onwards outrageous 
absurdities were perpetrated by those who shredded 
the books of Moses, and biblical scholarship has long 
since repudiated such folly. 

It was right, in the face of such attack, for conserva- 
tives to defend the Mosaic authorship and to combat 
the pernicious thesis that the Jewish faith had its origin 
in superstition and forgery. But the question of docu- 
ments embedded in the text in no way impugned the 
traditional authorship or the sanctity of the books. How 
unlikely it would have been had Abraham, the heir of 
a literary society, had no written records of his own or 
earlier religious experience. How unlikely would it 
have been had Joseph, with the scribes of Egypt at 
his call, composed no record of his life. Indeed, is it not 
possible in the English version to pick that point where 
the terse style dictated by the clay tablet gives place to 
the expansive style of the writer on papyrus? And 
does it not add to the authority of the documents, if 
Moses, putting them into final form, looked upon them 
with such reverence that he could change no word? 
My point is this. Conservatism would have demon- 
strated greater dignity and respect for truth then some 
of its exponents did, had it stood fast for the authen- 
ticity of the documents, but accepted with gratitude 
any discoveries which threw light on their composition. 


. 


NEGLECT OF SCHOLARSHIP 


The fact must be faced that, over vital and lamen- 
table years in the latter half of the last century, con- 
servative thought neglected scholarship. In some 
cases, finding itself, of its own act, lacking in scholar- 
ship, it took to despising it. The reasons were three. 
It was the great age of preaching. The pulpit was the 
goal of those who sought to serve, and the pulpit is a 
hard master and exacting. Neither Spurgeon nor 
Parker, Moody nor Talmadge, were great scholars. 
Preaching, too, was forwarded at the expense of 
scholarship by a widely proclaimed and accepted 
eschatology which, Thessalonian fashion, saw a Second 
Advent so imminently near, that plans of preparation 
involving years of study seemed a confession of un- 
belief. I vividly remember a wild eyed youth advancing 
precisely that argument against my University pro- 
gram in 1922. Thirdly, the world was opening with 
incomparable opportunities for missionary enterprise, 
and ability was drained off into these open and effec- 

(Continued on page 26) 
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NURSERY 


Together with Sunday School teachers everywhere, 
Gospel Light shares these Bible-teaching goals: to nurture 
the entire family in the Word so that Jesus Christ is 
accepted as Savior and obeyed as Lord—to build Bible 
knowledge year upon year toward fuller understanding — 
to find how that Word applies to life’s problems at each 
single age—and to make the most of the teaching hour 
through good preparation. 

Only Gospel Light offers “year-upon-year” Bible lessons 
to help you reach these goals. This closely graded system 
gives full attention to the changing spiritual, emotional, 
and educational needs of each year of life. Teachers find 
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it easier to teach; students find it easier to learn the Word 

of God. 
Learning-Level Bible Lessons are a unique combination 

of these four important standards : 

1. Jesus Christ, central in all Scripture, is presented a8 
Savior and Lord. 

2. Orderly progression of carefully planned lessons builds 
toward maturity. 

3. Lesson content is planned for each age to increase desire 
to learn the Bible. 

4. Teaching methods used for each age stimulate true learn 
ing: application to life. 
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8th GRADE 9th GRADE 10th GRADE 


The vital, realistic way to teach the Bible: 


(radle Roll—up to 2 years. Unique “LOAN-of-a-LIFE” plan 
reaches parents for Christ, helps them guide their child. 

Nwrsery—Ages 2 and 3. Teaches little ones about God and Jesus, 
sets foundation for later years. 

Kindergarten—Ages 4 and 5. Builds preschoolers’ love for God, 
His Son, His Word and His Church. 

\# Grade—Age 6. Simple, colorful Bible lesson books help child 
learn to love the Bible and know its truths. 

ind Grade— Age 7. Bible lessons keep pace with the child’s 
increasing reading abilities and understanding. 

ted Grade — Age 8. Lesson books match 3rd graders’ proficiency 
in reading, understanding, memorizing. 

th Grade—Age 9. Old Testament study begins in this hero- 
worshipping, adventure-loving age. 

th Grade—Age 10. Continues systematic, chronological study 
of Old Testament, always relating it to New Testament. 

tth Grade—Age 11. Completes important Old Testament studies, 
providing good base for New Testament study. 

Mh Grade—Age 12. At an age of confusion, lessons are centered 
in the Rock of Ages, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

th Grade— Age 13. Students study the key books of John and 
Acts, giving them assurance of God’s plan. 

th Grade—Age 14. Confronted with fast-widening horizons, 
students learn the comprehensiveness of God’s plan. 

Wth Grade — Age 15. Students’ need of reasons for faith is met 
by vital, practical, life-related study. 

\th Grade—Age 16. Lessons continue to help young people 
strengthen their faith. 

\th Grade—Age 17. Helps prepare youth spiritually for careers, 
Marriage, or military service ahead. 

Mwt—A wide selection of courses helps meet varying interests. 

15 courses available, more coming. 








1lth GRADE 





















“Johnny Don’t 
Do That” 


Sample Book Set 


Gospel Light 


Loneten® Sunday School Bible Lessons * Teaching Aids 
* Take-Home Papers * VBS Materials * TEACH Magazine 









May Teach” 


s « 
Tviws>* 








See your Authorized Gospel Light Dealer or send coupon. 


Gospel Light Publications, Dept. GE80 
Glendale 5, California or Mound, Minnesota 
Please send for review without cost or obligation: 
(0 Sample Book Set for all ages. 0 Sample of one student’s book 
o Beate Bo filmstrip, “Johnny, and one teacher’s book for 
. . oe ” rae nna ton CD icinttiiantins 
chool influence from 
fa ancy into adulthood. In Information on Gospel Light 
color. Send sound on [] 33% Bible Lesson materials, includ- 


5 ing personal complimentary 
LP record; [J tape. Date copy of helpful. guide, “That 











needed: Ye May Teach,” with Sunday 
or. School organizational c’ 
Name 
Address. 








City. Zone. State. 








Church 


















LIBERALISM 
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tive channels in a fashion which went far to strip the 
church at home of leadership in thought. 

Meanwhile the liberals, not so keen on missionary 
enterprise, sceptical of orthodox eschatology, without 
the evangelical urge to preach, gave energy and en- 
terprise to church politics and theological teaching. In 
a word they practically monopolized the schools and 
such a triumph introduces a time-lag of half a century 
even when promptly countered, for the teacher has his 
pupils who bear the marks of their classroom through 
life. And the move was not promptly countered. One 
must not forget men like Orr and Denney, and later 
Machen and others like them, but the fact remains that 
liberal theology dug its trenches deep in strategic 
places, and is still far from being dislodged. 

The 19th century was a sceptical age obsessed with 
the idea of progress. In fact man had never moved so 
fast. Each year saw new invention, the dating and su- 
persession of the long used and long familiar. In 
Anglo-Saxon lands industrial progress was unbroken 
and spectacular, not without reflection in society. The 
restless questing for something better produced not 
only multiplying invention but improved conditions. 
Science grew apace, and as rapid new discovery found 
prompt application in the improved amenities of life, 
the vision of a material millennium became, among the 
favored few, an article of faith. 

In addition, progress found a ready-made philoso- 
phy in Darwinism. Darwin put forward his theory of 
evolution as biological hypothesis. It was promptly 
hailed as a synthesis of truth, applied to morals, re- 
ligion, philology, and all else in the view of man. 

Conditioned rapidly to think in terms of evolution, 
and in an environment which daily illustrated the 
passing of the lesser for the greater, and the growing 
complexity of convenience and wealth, thinkers gen- 
erally looked on progress as self evident. It was the age 
of Locksley Hall, unshadowed by Tennyson’s later 
disillusionment, of Wells’ first optimism without hint 
of his final despair. Some never doubted. “The flower 
of humanity,” said Horder, “will blossom one day into 
a state of which no man on earth can imagine the 
majesty.” “Progress therefore,” concluded the pontif- 
ical Herbert Spencer, “is not an accident. It is a part 
of Nature.” John Addington Symonds wrote his poem 
“These things shall be” in the same climate, and might 
have been surprised today to find it included in some 
hymnals. 

In short everything was getting better and better, 
and the favored middle class in Britain and America 
who gave noisiest voice for the world at large failed to 


realize how few they were who ate the fruits of 
ramifying invention. Mr. Podsnap had only to look at 
less favored peoples to see how glorious was the day, 
how superior to yesterday, and how certain was a 
glorious tomorrow. 


OLD-FASHIONED 


What has this to do with religion? This. The notion 
was ingrained that everything which was of yesterday 
was out-of-date. The Bible belonged to the age of the 
coach, the bow and arrow, of sail, of tyranny. Re- 
ligion, like the rest, and all its records, must have 
“evolved.” It was so easy for thinking so warped to 
seize the suggestion that the Bible grew like Homer’s 
epics, as a similarly lamentable theory had it, piece- 
meal, from smaller to larger, with clarifying thought 
as man, noble upward-striving man, won loftier con- 
cepts of the divine. How favorable the climate for 
Wellhausen and his avid train of imitators is obvious. 

Such jubilant iconoclasm found its most foolish ex- 
travagances in the German universities, where the 
very requirements of the Ph.D. degree pandered to ir- 
reverent, insincere, and exhibitionist attacks on all 
tradition. Before the onslaught the Church trembled. 
Some bright minds were lost. Matthew Arnold, son of 
a great Christian, became a melancholy agnostic, and 
he was one of many. Others rejected the scholarship 
which had turned so hostile, and in a passion of pure 
faith plunged into evangelism with vast reward among 
the industrial poor, but no contact with the educated. 
A generation, perhaps two, was unevangelized over 
large tracts of its more cultured and educated strata. 
It was at this time that university scepticism struck 
such deep roots. Others set out to salvage some rags 
of religion, and an abbreviated Bible, from the wreck 
around which, to their hasty eyes, seemed complete. 
Arnold was more logical, who knew rationalism when 
he saw it, and withdrew. 

The crossless Christianity so common in ‘the early 
years of this century, was the invention of the Vic- 
torian liberals who were first daunted by the dogma- 
tism of radical biblical scholarship. It was optimistic 
on evolutionary principles, turned Christ into a young 
Apollo, expended its energy on social problems, and 
substituted a personal mysticism for the lost authority 
of an inspired Bible. 

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, it 
may be remembered, spoke of liberalism as an attitude 
which “until recently” appeared to be gaining accept- 
ance. Liberalism, in fact, survived the First World War. 
The thirties and the second global conflict were its 
death blow. 

Why? Liberalism had no personal message. Honesty 
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should have realized that it was rationalism. Churches 
which preached its attenuated Christianity were ob- 
viously failing early in this century, save where a dy- 
namic preacher or leader infused his own spirit into the 
organization. Harry Emerson Fosdick has been a not- 
able example of such a personal success. The pews 
were, in general, emptying, and a religion built largely 
of “the Christian ethic, without dynamism, sanctions, 
and external authority,” was clearly failing, not only to 
convert the rose-colored world but to hold its first 
enthusiasts. 

Furthermore the haste of the conclusions was being 
exposed. The exciting new science of archaeology, in 
both classical and biblical scholarship, was making 
Victorian speculation appear increasingly ridiculous, 
and establishing the worth and validity of tradition. 
The ancient records proved astonishingly reliable, as 
discovery on discovery confirmed the statements of an- 
cient historians, and demonstrated the folly of recent 
theorizing. The story of the ‘Tubingen School,’ and its 
favorite interpretation of John’s Gospel, so ludicrously 
toppled by one small archaeological find, is an illus- 
tration too long to detail here. 


THE GAME WAS UP 


Nor was the state of the world any encouragement 
to the optimism which was necessarily a part of a re- 
ligion which leaned so heavily on evolutionary views 
of the Bible. The Bible diagnosis of man was so 
obviously correct. Scientific progress which had led to 
Hiroshima seemed somehow discredited, and human 
depravity proved final comment on the simple- 
minded conclusion that a glorious race was arising be- 
cause steam had replaced sail, and man had learned to 


Honest liberals realized that the game was up. 
Their message was irrelevant, or if relevant to the 
minds of Constitutional enthusiasts, had nothing in it 
which could be cogently, evangelistically or authorita- 
tively preached. The test of the pulpit was decisive. 
The theological schools became an ordeal, a sort of 
testing by heat, a Mithraic initiation, through which the 
would-be preacher passed, shutting his ears, if the 
figure may be varied, if so be he might carry some con- 
viction through to the pulpit. Like something pre- 
historic, liberalism still clings to such platforms, and 
ardent youth still in some quarters has such a gauntlet 
of the mind to run on the way to the pulpit steps. 

Disillusioned liberals, who were still of an age and 
temper to think reacted variously. Some followed logic 
and sought less compromising ways of life. I had a 
respected teacher of that ilk. Few carried Browning’s 
Bishop Blougram into later years than those in which 
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the perspicacious poet wrote—the generality of 
churchmen surely earn that confidence. Remember? 
Observe, my friend, 

Such as you know me, I am free to say, 

In these hard latter days which hamper one, 

Myself by no immoderate exercise 

Of intellect and learning, and the tact 

To let external forces work for me, 

Bid the street’s stones be bread, and they are bread, 

Bid Peter’s creed, or, rather, Hildebrana’s, 

Exalt me o’er my fellows in the world 

And make my life an ease and joy and pride... 
Others, remote from such patient and rare insincerity, 
sought outlet in social work. Lloyd Douglas, whose 
biography is a document of liberalism’s bankruptcy, 
passed through such a phase, before his spirit found an 
outlet, and the clear beginnings of a pathway back, in 
religious novel-writing. There were others, and they are 
world wide, who genuinely returned to a conservative 
faith and found it satisfying. 

Others, and for them I reserve closer and final atten- 
tion, invented ‘neo-orthodoxy.’ It is difficult to define 
the term, for its shades of meaning are many. I ex- 
clude from the category the exponents of ‘double 
talk,’ who accept orthodox doctrine in a symbolic 
sense, and preach with private meaning. The simple 
audience hears ancient truth. The preacher sees from 
the pulpit an horizon of his own behind their heads. 
Euripides did something like that with old myths in 
his drama. With old myths it did not matter. I speak 
here of a simpler neo-orthodoxy, and more sincere. 


WHAT NEO-ORTHODOXY LACKS 


Broadly speaking, the neo-orthodox churchman 
does hold and seeks to proclaim the great doctrines 
which the conservative has never abandoned, and 
which events have demonstrated to be the only effec- 
tive and preachable form of Christianity. He holds 
such doctrines by faith, and finds their confirmation 
in their potency to convict and save, and in the con- 
viction of his inner experience. What he lacks is an 
authoritative Bible. Generally, he has been unable, 
while accepting so much else, to abandon the liberal 
view of Scripture. He finds himself in tune with those 
who wrote the record, but that record remains no more 
than the corpus of man’s insights, the story of his 
battling towards a clearer concept of truth. This is not 
to say that the conservative denies progress in Scripture, 
but it is for him progressive revelation, and the Record, 
though given through the mind of man and in man’s 
speech, is overruled, in the conservative’s belief, and 
invested with authority. The conservative, on the 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Are you making your church a 


TORTURE TRAP FOR CHILDREN 


By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


HE minister had just reached a crucial point in his 

sermon. The congregation was following him 
closely. Then, as he began to deliver the final important 
thrust, from the middle of the crowded sanctuary there 
was a clatter of dropped books and the loud whimper- 
ing of a small child. 

Pausing a moment in his sermon in the vain hope 
that the disturbance would pass almost unnoticed, 
the minister’s delivery was further interrupted by the 
audible parental whisper, “Shh! Be quiet! Stop that!” 
By this time, the eyes and ears of all members in the 
vicinity of the obstreperous child had turned from the 
minister to seek the cause of the disturbance. The 
sermonic point was lost! 

This situation, differing in minor details, of course, 
is repeated virtually every Sunday in church after 
church across our land. Ministers seek to present ser- 


The author is contributing editor of ETERNITY Magazine 
and former pastor of Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia. 





mons over which they have labored long hours, often 
with “sweat and tears.” Church members come ex- 
pectantly to find encouragement, spiritual refreshment, 
food for growth in Christ. And, in only a few moments 
of time, an unruly youngster can disrupt the train of 
thought and nullify the effectiveness of the preached 
word. 

Now, of course, the child is not to blame. In most 
cases, he does not know any better. He is simply voic- 
ing his wants or giving audible expression of his 
thoughts of the moment, without realizing that he is 
disturbing the sacred service. This is childhood, and it 
is a very natural thing for the child to do. To the par- 
ents belongs the responsibility for keeping the child 
quiet in church. And many are the parents who are 
delinquent in this phase of discipline. 

But, let us look at it from the child’s point of view. 
He is washed, combed, brushed and led into a church 
service which he does not understand. He is forced to 
listen to drab music he doesn’t care for and watch a 
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man with his eyes closed talk to Someone who doesn’t 
seem to be there. He is expected to be motionless and 
silent while that same man stands up front talking for 
a seemingly interminable period of time in language 
the child does not comprehend. Is it any wonder that 
he becomes restless, irritable and eager to be up and 
about? 

The question—“Is it fair to make children sit 
through adult church services?”—is one which our 
churches and our parents must face. Is it fair to the 
minister who must try to capture the congregation’s 
interest against the very vocal competition furnished 
by normal, active youngsters, forced to keep still for an 
hour? 

Is it fair to the parents who are trying to follow the 
minister’s sermon and hold Junior down in his seat at 
the same time? 

And is it fair to little Master and Miss Fidget who 
cannot see why on earth they must don an invisible 
straitjacket and gag from eleven till twelve o’clock on 
Sunday morning? And this, after having already “kept 
quiet” in Sunday school. 


CHEATING THE YOUNGSTERS 


The church which expects its young children to en- 
dure these weekly “torture-traps” is cheating its young- 
sters out of the Christian enjoyment that can be theirs 
on the Lord’s Day.. Even a five or ten minute “chil- 
dren’s story” told by the minister just before his adult 
sermon isn’t the whole answer to the problem. 

Seven years ago, when I preached some of the first 
sermons of my second major pastorate, I was con- 
fronted by the very annoyances outlined at the be- 
ginning of this article. Babies cried and sometimes the 
mothers tried to quiet them. But many times, in spite 
of the most obvious disturbance to the worship hour, 
the parents smiled benignly as though oblivious of the 
confusion caused by their offspring. 

Something had to be done! I felt that my messages, 
prepared and designed for thinking adult audiences, 
were being sabotaged! Discussing the matter with 
others, I became convinced that many in the congrega- 
tion felt similarly. The children were clearly not get- 
ting anything from the services. Their parents were be- 
ing distracted. And the entire membership sensed a 
break in the sermonic thought pattern, plus the nat- 
ural uneasiness that pervades a congregation when 
there is an unexpected disturbance as if to say, “if only 
that child had not cried just then!” 

There were some who suggested rather pointedly 
that, if the minister were to preach down to the level of 
a ten- or twelve-year-old, children as well as adults 
would benefit from the service. But this is nonsense! 
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There is a need to present the Christian gospel on a 
serious, adult level to challenge thinking people in the 
congregation. Unfortunately, thoughtful Christian peo- 
ple of the church have, in many instances, become 
disgusted with evangelical Christianity because it of- 
fered nothing to stimulate them intellectually. The 
church needs to recapture some of these folks and this 
can never be done by preaching sermons to the twelve- 
year-old level to cater to youngsters in the church. 

My own solution was to follow the pattern already 
adopted in many churches and create a Junior Church 
as well as reactivating an all-but-forgotten nursery. 
Ushers were instructed to inform parents with small 
children as they entered the church that no youngsters 
below a certain age were allowed in the sanctuary for 
the church services. A well-equipped nursery for the 
smaller children, and a junior church for those old 
enough to participate—both under capable trained 
supervision—were made available. Or, if—as some- 
times was the case—Junior would not stay with 
strangers, provision was made in a downstairs chapel 
for those parents to remain with their children and en- 
joy the service over a public address system, and later, 
closed-circuit television, without disturbing the wor- 
shipping congregation in the sanctuary. 

The action was drastic, and an immediate storm of 
protest arose! Ushers were assured by indignant par- 
ents that their prodigy would not cause any disturb- 
ance. “That Jones child might, yes! But not our Rollo!” 
However, the ushers were told to be kindly, but firm. 
There were to be no exceptions, for one exception 
would antagonize other folks and nullify the whole 
program. 


THEY LOVED IT 


Other parents insisted that the children’s place was 
with their parents in the family pew whether they un- 
derstood the sermon or not. We tried to show that this 
was basically selfish. Junior would get ever-so-much 
more from the well-planned Junior Church, carefully 
conducted on the child’s level of thinking. Here 
youngsters are given opportunity to participate in 
miniature versions of adult church officers. Here, they 
can learn respect and reverence for the House and 
service of the Lord. 

Gradually, the opposition decreased. Our worship 
services became more reverent, and all the services of 
the church, each provided with nursery care for small 
children, became quiet places for the undisturbed min- 
istry of the Word of God to edify adult Christian be- 
lievers. 

And the children? They loved it! In the lives of 

(Continued on page 37) 
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DISASTER IN CHILE, AND .. . 


On May 22, a violent earthquake 
grabbed the pleasant Chilean seacoast 
village of Puerto Saavedra (Pop. 
2,500) and shook it mercilessly. But 
earthquakes are not infrequent in this 
part of Chile, and residents learn to 
shake with the tremors and go about 
their work. 

Standing along the Imperial River, 
however, was an elderly fireman. Hor- 
rified, he watched the river being sucked 
into the ocean. He had only seen 
this happen once before—in 1906 be- 
fore a gigantic tidal wave. 

Quickly he mounted his bicycle, and 
raced through the streets, shouting his 
warning, “Run to the cemetery, a tidal 
wave is coming, run for your lives.” 
The hill-top cemetery, a mile away, 
would be the only safe place. 

Puerto Saavedra’s sole firetruck 
picked up the old and the sick. The 
others raced on horseback or on foot 
to the cemetery. A few scoffed at the 
rantings of the elderly fireman. After 
all, wasn’t their 15-foot sandbank suf- 
ficient for a tidal wave? 

Within 15 minutes, the tidal wave 
struck. The sandbank was no match 
for its tremendous force. The few who 
had remained scurried for the trees and 
tried to climb them. But the trees pro- 
vided no security. Before it receded, 
the tidal wave had penetrated miles. 
In Puerto Saavedra, only the strong 
new schoolhouse remained unscathed. 
Every other structure was razed to the 
ground. 

That is the way it was in city after 
city during Chile’s recent disaster. 

First, an earthquake struck Con- 
cepcion, Chile’s third largest city 
(120,000 inhabitants) on May 21, de- 
storying or irreparably damaging 25% 
of the dwellings. Then came other 
earthquakes, tidal waves, floods and 
volcanoes. 

Chile’s main railway line was out, 
a 25-mile wide area had sunk 1,000 
feet, rivers changed their course, lakes 
disappeared, a 300 foot section of 
ithe Panamerican Highway suddenly 


WINDOW ON THE WORLD 


Protestant Churches Send Relief Supplies 


dropped ten feet, an entire island 
broke into two divided by a 2000- 
foot-deep ravine. Geologists debated 
whether the city of Valdivia (Pop. 
35,000) had sunk seven feet or the 
ocean had risen that much. Southern 
Chile which previously had only one 
active volcano, suddenly had no less 
than eleven, covering pasture land 
with poisonous volcanic ash. 

When the earthquake struck Chiloe 
Island, panic-stricken islanders, hop- 
ing to escape death on land, fled to 
fishing vessels anchored in the port. 
Suddenly the ocean began to retreat 
from the coast; fishing vessels were 
stranded helplessly. Then just as sud- 
denly the dark line of the tidal wave 
appeared on the horizon, shooting ra- 
pidly towards the hapless fisherman 
and finally upon the island seaport it- 
self. 

The disaster rendered about 44% of 
the population of southern Chile 
homeless. Losses were conservatively 
placed at $400 million. 

Theo. A. Tschuy, director of Church 
World Service in Chile, reports that 
through the disaster Chilean Protes- 
tantism proved remarkably coliesive. 
Protestantism, relatively strong in 
Southern Chile, has recently grown 
numerically stronger in some sections 
than the older Roman Catholic faith. 
Pentecostals predominate, having shown 
amazing growth in the past few decades. 
Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists and 
Lutherans are about evenly divided 
numerically with a much smaller per- 
centage. 

Of 300 churches with full-time pas- 
tors in Southern Chile, about 100 were 
destroyed. Methodist Missionary Ray- 
mond Valenzuela reports that all 18 
Methodist missionaries in the earth- 
quake zone were safe, but all 26 
Methodist churches and parsonages 
were severely damaged. About 
20 Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance churches were affected. Many 
pastors have: lost everything. A large 
motor launch which a C. & M.A. mis- 


sionary had been building for the 
evangelization of islanders on _ the 
South Chilean archipelago was 
smashed. His well built home, not 
damaged by the earthquake, was de- 
stroyed when the ground was loosened 
under it and it went sliding down a hill 
slope. 

As soon as disaster struck, Ayuda 
Cristiana Evangelica, the joint relief 
arm of Church World Service, Luth- 
eran World Relief and the Chilean 


churches, was on the spot to help, 


Within two days after the first earth- 
quake tremors, thousands had received 
help. Tons of food were distributed to 
the“ needy, blankets were given to 
homeless sufferers. 

Protestant churches of all denomi- 
nations worked together with Church 
World Service. A Presbyterian mis- 
sionary, John Sinclair, organized relief 
work in Temuco. After surveying the 
area, he set up soup kitchens and 40 
tons of food supplies were shipped to 
him. In other places, interdenomina- 
tional, Lutheran, and Methodist 
preachers directed relief efforts. Chil- 
ean churches themselves worked sac- 
rificially to aid their disaster-stricken 
brethren. The World Council of 
Churches has appealed to its member 
churches for $250,000 for assistance 
to Chile. 

Somehow the united Protestant re- 
lief effort in Chile, spearheaded by 
Church World Service, is reminiscent 
of the Antioch Christians in apostolic 
days: “Then the disciples, every man 
according to his ability, determined to 
send relief unto the brethren which 
dwelt in Judea” (Acts 11:29). 


Train Them and Get Out 


A survey of the work of 581 Chris- 
tian seminaries in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America results in the author’s 
conclusion that “seminaries are the 
stepchild or orphan of the world 
Christian mission.” An account of the 
training of Protestant, Roman Catho- 


ARR ERR SS NERS | LLL a ee TT TE TE TE 
ETERNITY 


30 



































lic an 
lands 
Surve’ 
len, J 

On 
do a 
servic 
minis 
peopl 
mot < 
and | 
missic 
tive cl 





“ id . = . 
. i 
ie 


Ye 


ie 


Fz 
‘ an 


. 


~ = op We 


~*~ 


Officials estimated that 44% of the population of southern Chile was rendered homeless by earthquakes and floods. 


lic and Orthodox ministers in mission 
lands is contained in “A Seminary 
Survey” (Harpers, $10) by Yorke Al- 
len, Jr. 

One reviewer said, “We Protestants 
do a better job in providing social 
service . . . than we do of teaching 
Ministers who can in turn convert 
people . . . because mission boards are 
mot convinced of their importance” 
and because “too many boards send 
missionaries instead of training” na- 
tive clergy in mission lands. 

There is truth in this criticism. The 
most important thing in the mission- 
ary world today is to train nationals 
and get out. 

When people are saved, they should 
be sent out witnessing and mission 
boards should not be too concerned 
about oversight. New converts of any 
nationality will make mistakes. It took 
us many centuries to arrive at the 
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place where we are today in our 
churches. Along the way there were 
great controversies, the Dark Ages, the 
Middle Ages, the Inquisition, the the- 
ological fights and the religious wars. 
If we attempt to shield the infant 
church from these things we are going 
to have the same result that is 
achieved when a chrysalis is cut and 
the butterfly is allowed freedom 
without struggle. The butterfly dies. 
(DGB) 


Red China Has Its Way 

With the failure of the Summit con- 
ference, the world has been wondering 
about the real reasons for it. 

A few days after the Summit col- 
lapse, the Times of London carried a 
lead editorial in which the blame was 
placed on China. 

The editorial stated: “At the other 


pole of the Communist world the 
Chinese leaders are savagely denounc- 
ing the Americans’ planned ‘sabotage’ 
of the conference and abusing Presi- 
dent Eisenhower as a ‘bloodstained 
butcher.’ Only the Chinese can really 
be taking any pleasure in what they 
are saying. They have never con- 
cealed their dislike of the idea of the 
Russians talking to the Americans or 
trying to coexist peacefully with them. 
After all, the Americans refuse to talk 
with the Chinese, and the latter can 
never have been without a sneaking 
fear that some kind of bargain would 
be arranged at their expense. Even just 
before the conference, when universal 
optimism was the order of the day, 
the Chinese were distinctly tepid in 
their enthusiasm, and were still accus- 
ing the ‘American imperialists’ of try- 
_ing to obstruct talks between East and 
West. 
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“At the end of April the difference 
of opinion between Moscow and 
Peking almost reached the level of a 
public debate, with Mr. Khrushchev 
and his spokesman Mr. Kuusinen 
claiming that Mr. Eisenhower was 
genuinely working for peace, and the 
Chinese asserting that a man may 
smile and smile, even at Camp David, 
and still be an imperialist villain. Now 
the Chinese line has prevailed. 

“How far pressure from the Chinese 
was responsible for Mr. Khrushchev’s 
sudden change of front we cannot yet 
tell. Certainly their threats and argu- 
ments would have been added to those 
of any group inside Russia which was 
trying to prevent a rapprochement 
with the United States. One of their 
favorite themes, the inevitability of 
sporadic wars while the capitalist sys- 
tem survives, would have appealed to 
the Army leaders in Moscow, who are 
known to be worried by the extent of 
Mr. Khrushchev’s demobilization pro- 
posals. Moreover, the Chinese always 
hold in reserve the ultimate threat of 
taking military action by themselves 
in Korea or Formosa or Laos, which 
would effectively have wrecked Mr. 
Khrushchev’s dreams of peace. After 
all, they have the comforting knowl- 
edge that they would be less crippled 
by a nuclear war than any of the other 
major powers. Whatever the threats or 
arguments that were used, in the end 
Mr. Khrushchev was converted.” 

A lead editorial in the Times of 
London is, for all practical purposes, a 
semi-Official statement of the London 
Foreign Office. It expresses succinctly 
what we have been trying to say for a 
year and a half. Russia is not as great 
an enemy to our future as is China. 
(DGB) 


Prayer Asked for Korea 


Though Korea seems to be settling 
down after political and ecclesiatic up- 
heavals, missionaries report that there 
is still a desperate need for prayer for 
that country. 

What had threatened to be a 50/50 
split in the Presbyterian Church is 
now nearer 70/30 in favor of re- 
union. The chief problem at present is 
that the minority group is waging a 
running battle to split as many of the 
2,000 churches as possible. 

Missionaries and Korean pastors 
who have seen martyrs or near martyrs 
among their numbers at Communist 
hands are being accused of being pro- 
Communist by the opposition. Other 
similar falsehoods have been dissemi- 
nated to the intent that missionaries 
are turning liberal. 

One Southern Presbyterian mission- 
ary reports, “Unabashed lying is the 
most serious sin of the Korean church 
today.” 


32 


Another missionary writes, “At the 


present time there is a terrific spiritual 
low in Korea. With the prayers of 
God’s people we believe we can turn 
the tide.” 


Women’s Dress Called Vulgar 


The Free Church of Scotland re- 
cently scored the sex-preoccupation of 
women’s fashions, in a report to its 
assembly. The report stated, “Only the 
blind, the chronically abstracted, or he 
who will not see, could fail to observe 
that much that passes today for out- 
door dress ought never to have left the 
house nor even come down the stairs. 
Much of it, as it canvasses the eye, is 
too painstakingly frank, some of it 
recognizably vulgar.” 


“Christians,” the report goes on, 
“have a duty to make unceasing pro- 
test against the outrageous and indeed 
criminal exploitation of sex being 
sponsored today by a variety of com- 
mercial interests. Screen placard, 
newspaper, and magazine vie with 
each other on the very borders of 
pornography, sometimes, one  feeis, 
well over the border. It is certainly not 
the fault of television managements, 
cinema promoters, and newspaper edi- 
tors as a Class if the minds of men are 
not inflamed by lust.” (DGB) 


Picture of Life in Hell 


A current novel exposes the tawdry 
aspects of the phonograph record busi- 
ness and it can well serve as an illus. 





A GREATER BOMBSHELL? 


Will Scientists Create Life? 


Some time ago, ETERNITY sounded 
a warning that evangelical Christians 
must expect bombshells far greater 
than the one Darwin exploded a cen- 
tury ago. It was mentioned that scien- 
tists might even create new forms of 
life in the laboratory. 

Now an Associated Press report 
states, “Two virus researchers an- 
nounced they have taken a new step 
toward chemical control of the evolu- 
tion of viruses. 

“They separated a virus into two 
main components, nucleic acid and 
protein. Next they produced a chemi- 
cal change in the nucleic acid, which 
is the substance that controls the or- 
ganism’s ability to produce infection. 
Then they put the virus together again. 

“The rebuilt virus was turned loose 
ona tobacco plant. It not only pro- 
duced a different kind of infection 
than its ancestors, but also attacked 
tobacco varieties which its progeni- 
tors ordinarily do not infect. And it 
propagated itself as a new kind of 
tobacco mosaic virus. 

“Dr. Wendell M. Stanley, Nobel 
laureate and director of the virus lab- 
oratory, said this discovery may fur- 
nish scientists with ‘a Rosetta stone 
for the language of life.’ The Rosetta 
stone was a tablet which enabled 
archaeologists to translate ancient 
Egyptian hieroglyphics into Greek.” 

The believer in Christ does not 
have his faith based on the fact that 
God alone is Creator. We believe that 
He is the Creator, but He may give 
man the opportunity of producing new 
life forms. Then some will laugh at the 
Bible idea of God, without realizing 


that God is the author of all things 
and the Creator of man’s brain. 

Years ago when someone was trying 
to belittle man by pointing out how 
small he was in an astronomical uni- 
verse, an argument was advanced in a 
question that was supposed to upset 
the Bible idea of man. 

“What is man in comparison with 
all these galaxies?” the skeptic asked. 

A believer replied quietly, “Man is 
the astronomer.” 

In the same way some laboratory 
technician is likely to ask, when scien- 
tists create new forms of life, “Where 
is your unique Creator God?” We can 
answer as always, “God is where He 
has always been—He is the creator of 
the laboratory technician.” 

Another warning is necessary in 
the field of weather. There have been 
those who built arguments on the fact 
that God alone controls the weather. 
Within the next decade man may dis- 
cover such methods of controling the 
weather that he will be able to bring 
about by himself the circumstances 
announced in the Bible which are to 
prevail during the millennium. 

Atomic power may bring sea water, 
fully purified and sweet, flowing into 
the deserts of the world. Seasons may 
be manipulated to increase the number 
of crops. Daniel’s prophecy is very ac- 
curate: “Many shall run to and fro, 
and knowledge shall increase” (Dan. 
12:4). 

There will be two different reac- 
tions: that of the unbeliever who will 
give glory to man and that of the be- 
liever who will give glory to God. 
(DGB) 
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tration of the empty lives of those who 
seek to claw their way to the top of 
the world that seeks personal notor- 
iety. 

People from a talent agency are “a 
brood of boned, pruned squabs.” Other 
agents and publishers “shoot their 
gross cuff links, pat their silver ties 
with manicured nails, and glide like 
lizards into the corridors of the night.” 
Theirs is “a hierarchy of parasites. Not 
an idea in that carload of skulls.” Un- 
derlings and fawners give “those cor- 
poreal salutes, the importuning paw 
on the arm or back, gestures of utterly 
fraudulent fellowship. Gritty vapors of 
the street seem fresh by comparison.” 
The “head-shrinkingly small” entertain- 
ment world is one “perfumed tar pit” 
after another, but “that’s show busi- 
ness! An archipelago of egos, savages 
who watch each other: frantically, 
track every footprint of ambition.” 

It seems to be a fairly good de- 
scription of what life in Hell might 
be like. (DGB) ; 


Do It Through Missions 


Kenneth Kaunda, Negro leader of 
Northern Rhodesia, working for seces- 
sion from the white-dominated Cen- 
tral African Federation, has recently 
been used by Archibald MacLeish, 
Adlai Stevenson, Life magazine and 
the New York Times as an example of 
enlightened Negro leadership in the 
emerging continent. 

Kaunda is insistent that there be 
no governmental support of African 
needs. He says that food and goods 
sent through existing governments 
were frequently used by those who se- 
cured control of them to oppress Afri- 
cans. He told famed Psychiatrist Karl 
Menninger, “Send us schools, but do 
it through the missions and_ the 
churches.” 

That is a marvelous testimony to 
the effectiveness of the ‘missionary 
cause. That which is done in the hame 
of government can be called propa- 
ganda; that which is done in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ can be free of 
stigma, because it comes at the hands 
of love. (DGB) 


Praising or Appraising 

Robert S. Farrington, an enterpris- 
ing Bostonian, has begun a single- 
handed campaign to restore what he 
calls the “true meaning of tips” in 
restaurants and elsewhere. He has or- 
ganized “Tippers Anonymous,” a small 
but growing organization of which he 
is now president. 

Tippers Anonymous members carry 
around wallet-sized forms which en- 
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able them to jot down a compliment or 
complaint concerning the service they 
have received. The printed form ad- 
vises the server that he has just given 
service to a member of Tippers Anon- 
ymous and that his service was excel- 
lent, good, fair or poor. The accom- 
panying tip (or lack of it) tells the 
rest of the story. In this way, the 
waitress, bell-boy, or whatever else, 
will know that a tip is more than just 
a perfunctory gesture. It is a way of 
showing appreciation—or disapproval. 

In line with this, another news item 
tells of a New York City minister who 
holds “sermonic post-mortems” follow- 
ing his morning service. At the 
church’s regular noon coffee hour—a 
growing institution in many churches, 
incidentally—the minister invites pa- 
rishioners who wish to discuss or criti- 
cize his sermon to meet with him in a 
special location. These critique ses- 
sions, the minister believes, will 
greatly improve communication be- 
tween the preacher and the man in the 
pew. If members will be honest, this 
can possibly be most helpful. But, per- 
haps there might be a “form” devel- 
oped for the purpose, to encourage 
more frank appraisal than a face-to- 
face encounter might offer—a_ sort 
of Sermon Evaluators Anonymous! 
(HHE) 





LIBERALISM 


(Continued from page 27) 


guarantee of this basic faith, has a 
right to accept and preach a divine 
Christ, an atonement and a Cross. 
The neo-orthodox preacher has no 
such right. 

This is not said unkindly, or with 
intent to cast any doubts upon sin- 
cerity. Truth is welcome wherever 
preached, and the neo-orthodox should 
be welcomed by conservatives as 
friends and brethren. It is in the in- 
terests of such friendship that those 
who lack the whole should be encour- 
aged to take the one remaining step. 
All the pressures of God’s Spirit, too, 
is in that direction, and the Lord 
spoke to such in specific promise: “If 
any man will do His will He shall 
know the doctrine whether it be of 
God.” 

The liberal who notes the cogency 
of the ancient gospel, believingly and 
authoritatively proclaimed, who finds 
a lesser ministry unsatisfying and sees 
the hollowness of expending zeal on 
side issues and “applied Christianity” 
in its varied forms, but who still finds 
himself in bondage to concepts la- 
boriously acquired in years of in- 
tellectual receptivity from respected 


teachers, is in a painful dilemma. He 
feels he must have a divine Christ, the 
clear-cut gospel of an atoning death, 
and a stern doctrine of sin. He takes 
no unworthy step who feels the at- 
traction of the old faith, simply held 
and preached, and turns conviction 
into practice. 

It is the task of the conservative to 
help such well meaning men to the full 
light. This cannot be done by carping 
criticism, and by the emphasizing of 
inadequacies, still less by denuncia- 
tion. John, at grips with the first lib- 
eral attack upon the faith at the close 
of the first century, established a test 
of fellowship. “Hereby know ye the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that con- 
fesses that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is of God.” The direction is clear. 
Let the bases of such confession be, by 
all means, examined, and in sympa- 
thetic debate find firmer foundation, 
but let fellowship be given on the one 
ground which the last words of the 
New Testament thus establish. 

Let the conservative cherish no 
pride. Those who stood when the 
storm blew loudest will perhaps one 
day find commendation. It was a hard 
testing, especially for good scholars 
who found their scholarship called in 
question because they refused to ac- 
cept a devastating criticism without, 
at the moment, a more crushing reply 
than that of faith to make to it. It was 
stern battle, but fought too clumsily to 
leave ground for self-esteem. And to- 
day it behooves a vindicated conserva- 
tism to express its cherished truths in 
the language and thought forms of the 
day. Nothing is lost in such formula- 
tion, and contact is made with many 
groping minds which are* eager to ac- 
cept the truth if truth can once be 
clear. 





ALCOHOLISM 
(Continued from page 20) 


their anxiety and loveliness—‘“Fear not, 
I will never leave you or forsake you” 
(Heb. 13:5), “I am with you alway’ 
(Matt. 28:20). 

Untold thousands around the world 
can testify that Jesus Christ is still 
the great physician and the forgiving 
Savior of any alcoholic who will trust 
Him. It is the church’s task to make 
this known by educating its youth to 
the perils of alcoholism and laymen 
in general to the task of rehabilitating 
those who have fallen into the abyss. 
In addition to these, positive steps 
must be taken to contre! the liquor 
lobbies and the unrestricted usage of 
the mass media of communication by 
alcohol interests. When Life Magazine 
can dedicate eight pages of a 24 page 
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issue to liquor ads in a special Christ- 
mas issue and beer companies can 
sponsor a large majority of sports 
events on TV and radio programs, the 
time has come for concerned interest. 
A recent newspaper survey revealed 
that over 70% of high school sopho- 
mores in the U.S. drink either beer or 
other alcoholic beverages. Is this not 
cause for action? 

Finally, Christians should join to- 
gether and work actively for a special 
tax on the liquor industry to be used 
to create and maintain clinics and 
hospitals for the care of alcoholics— 
products of the liquor industries of 
America. When the liquor industry 
has to pay the bill for the human 
derelicts it creates, they will not be 
so eager to manufacture more drunk- 
ards. Liquor advocates claim _ this 
would be unfair: “We are only selling 
a product, we are not forcing anyone 
to buy it,” they say. “It is not our 
fault, it’s a matter of personal choice. 
We should not be restricted because of 
their excesses.” 

The weakness of this position can be 
shown by a simple analogy. Those 
who operate houses of prostitution and 
those who sell narcotics can use the 
same line of reasoning as that em- 
ployed by the liquor industry. They 
are “forcing” no one to “buy” their 
products. It is a matter of “free 
choice” as is liquor. But no one will 
sanction the free sale of sex or heroin; 
in fact they are forbidden by law as 
“detrimental to the health and wel- 
fare of the American people.” These 
we are told are “moral issues.” But.al- 
cohol is likewise a moral issue and the 
facts show it to be easily as detri- 
mental to the welfare of the American 
people as either prostitution or nar- 
cotics. 

Finally, it is not strictly a matter 
of free choice. It may be in the begin- 
ning, after the first drink, but alcohol is 
habit forming as are the other vices 
‘previously mentioned and once the 
pattern is established, it becomes vir- 
tually impossible to resist the need 
which the body has for such stimula- 
tion. 

There is no panacea for this prob- 
lem but there is hope. This hope is 
grounded, experience shows us, in the 
power of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
which is able to transform men, re- 
habilitate alcoholics, prostitutes and 
drug addicts and make of them useful 
citizens and flaming witnesses for the 
Lord of glory. The church must meet 
this challenge. She must demonstrate 
to the world and particularly to those 
unfortunate slaves of John Barleycorn 
that Jesus Christ is the answer. This 
is our Christian responsibility and 
here is real hope for “If the Son shall 
make you free, you shall be free in- 
deed” (John 8:36). 
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HOW TO LIVE 


(Continued from page 17) 


become conqueror; yes, more than 
conqueror. 

This principle is illustrated in many 
places in the Bible, perhaps the 
greatest being the famous passage in 
which Paul tells of his “thorn in the 
flesh.” In answer to his prayer for de- 
liverance from this thorn, his Lord re- 
veals to him the great paradox of vic- 
tory through defeat: “My grace is suf- 
ficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” And the true 
Christian must answer, as Paul did, 
“I will all the more gladly boast of my 
weaknesses, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with weak- 
nesses,° insults, hardships, persecu- 
tions, and calamities; for when I am 
weak, then I am strong” (I Cor. 12:9, 
10). 


COMING 


What kind of a job do you 
have? No matter what it is, 
you will understand it better 
after reading “Your Job the 
Lord and You.” 








In this connection a great Scottish 
preacher has said: “Ministers of the 
gospel especially should banish all 
thoughts of their own cleverness, in- 
tellectual ability, culture, sufficiency 
for their work, and learn that only 
when they are emptied can they be 
filled, and only when they know them- 
selves to be nothing are they ready for 
God to work through them. And here 
is a lesson for all who stand apart 
from the grace and power of Jesus 
Christ as if they needed it not. 
Whether you know it or not, you are a 
broken reed; and the only way of 
your ever being bound up and made 
strong is that you shall recognize your 
sinfulness, your necessity, your abject 
poverty, your utter emptiness, and 
come to Him who is righteousness, 
riches, fullness, and say, ‘Because I 
am weak, be Thou my strength.’ The 
secret of all noble, heroic, useful, 
happy life lies in the paradox, ‘When 
I am weak, then am I strong,’ and the 
secret of all failures, miseries, hope- 
less losses, lies in its converse, ‘When 
I am strong, then am I weak.’” 

Now, our fifth paradox is one which 
the world hates probably more than 
any other. It is the fact that we gain 
wisdom through foolishness. Men are 
proud, especially of their intellect. 
When life is about to go bankrupt and 
all the stock is disappearing from 
the shelves, the last thing to be with- 
drawn from the display case is pride of 
knowledge. But our God tells us that 
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“there can be no real knowledge until 


we are willing to embrace what men 
call foolishness. We hear God say, 
“Where is the wise man? Where js 
the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe” (I 
Cor. 1:20, 21). 

To the world, salvation by the 
death of Jesus Christ on the cross is 
arrant foolishness; but to those who 
are saved, it is the power of God. There 
all the problems of the _ universe 
are resolved. How can God hate sin 
and love the sinner? The cross is the 
answer. How can God tolerate the ex- 
istence of Satan? When we see the 
cross, we know God’s plan with ref- 
erence to the Enemy. How shall we 
regard the fevered ills of men? What 


* * * 


Advance in the Christian life may be 
described by the outsider as self-emptying, 
but to the one who has touched Him it 
must be described as the process of Christ- 
filling. 

* * * 

about coffins and tombstones? Behold- 
ing the cross, we have the perfect an- 
swer, Whence did we come? Where 
are we going? What are the answers to 
all my _ philosophical speculations? 
Men scratch and scribble their an- 
swers, which God casts into the waste- 
basket of time; but out of that which 
men call foolishness, out of the death 
of Christ on the cross, God records the 
doom of sin and Satan and death, and 
brings all His revelation to a conclu- 
sion, and writes, “The End.” 

Foolishness indeed to the world; 
but wisdom to the redeemed! At 
Calvary all question marks are straight- 
ened and become one great exclamation 
point after the mighty conclusion: “O 
the depth of the riches and wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How un- 
searchable are his judgments and 
how inscrutable his ways!” (Rom. 
34:39). 

Precisely through this wisdom 
which we gain upon believing in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we are en- 
abled to live the paradox which He 
stressed when He called His selfish 
disciples to Him and said, “Whoever 
would be great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever would be 
first among you must be slave of all” 
(Mark 10:43,44). And to make it so 
plain that none could misunderstand, 
on another occasion He stated it thus: 
“Whoever exalts himself shall be hum- 
bled, and whoever humbles himself 
shall be exalted” (Matt. 23:12). 

What an impossible paradox, with- 
out that change which comes only 
through the new birth. People of the 
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world want place and position. A 
change of political party sends all the 
leeches scurrying for rich spots. Even 
in church organization there is fre- 
quently scheming for rule and author- 
ity. But when we see the cross of 
Christ, all this gives way to the spir- 
jtual precedence which our Lord 
taught in word and example. We are 
emptied of self that we might be filled 
with Himself. Then we know joys that 
are unknowable and possess peace that 
passes all understanding, and we learn, 
in whatsoever state we are, therewith 
to be content. This is the paradox of 
Christ dwelling within us, in daily ex- 
perience. 

The world rejects the idea of 
cleansing by the blood of Christ, be- 
cause to the mind of the unbeliever, all 
that blood can do is to stain. Yet the 
blood of Jesus Christ is the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 
1:24). We have felt the power, and we 
are learning the wisdom. If you are 
without Christ today, believe on Him, 
and you may feel God’s power and 
learn God’s alphabet of wisdom, which 
begins at the cross. Come to Calvary, 
and God will do His great work of 
regeneration in you and for you. 





TORTURE-TRAP 
(Continued from page 29) 


many, for the first time, church be- 
came an interesting place to go to. 
Their own private services did not les- 
sen their reverence for the House of 
God; quite the contrary. As they grew 
old enough to leave Junior Church, 
they were well-equipped to take their 
places in the dignified worship hour. 
The training they had had in the 
Junior Church prepared them to ap- 
preciate the adult service more fully 
and they became some of our most 
serious-minded young worshipers. 

Many churches have used this pro- 
gram of a separate children’s worship 
hour to good advantage. And, even a 
greater number have seen the value 
of a nursery to care for small children, 
freeing the parents for the hour to 
fully benefit from the ministry of the 
Word. 

However, for those churches who 
still have not tried this, I commend it 
highly as a means of making the pas- 
tor’s or a visiting preacher’s ministry 
much more effective. Naturally, there 
will be problems. Each _ individual 
church will have to work out the de- 
tails of such a program in accordance 
with its needs, facilities and available 
personnel. But, for the total good of 
all concerned, let your adult services 
be supplemented by a child-centered 
curriculum of worship and care. 
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right spiritual attitudes that will af- 
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’ carry over into adulthood to the 


glory of God. 

These new courses are solidly 
evangelical and built on the princi- 
ples of sound child psychology. Chil- 
dren learn how to pray on their own 
level; how to listen to and under- 
stand Bible reading; how to give un- 
selfishly; how to practice the truths 
of God which they hear. 
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You can’t think of a better birthday 
present than a year’s subscription to 
ETERNITY Magazine. 





Pinebrook Book Store | 

730 Chestnut Street | 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. | 

Please rush to me: | 
....8ets THE BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR @ $20.85 | 
...-copies Vol. 1 @ $6.95 THE | 
... copies Vol. 2@ $6.95 BiBticaL | 
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RUDY ATWOOD 
: PIANO 
$ With Carmichael 
String Quartet 
Blessed Assurance @ No, 
Not One @ Day By Day @ 
Near the Cross @ Precious Hiding Place @ No 
Night There @ His Eye Is On the Sparrow @ 
Come, Ye Disconsolate @ Jesus, | Am Resting 
@ God Will Take Care of You @ Nearer, My God 
to Thee @ Blessed Quietness 
-HI-Fl 1197 - $3.98 Stereo 205 - $4.98 
(Write for big NEW catalog) 
At your Christian record dealer, or write to 


STIAN FAITH RECORDINGS 
Box 518-G Reseda, Calif. 


Wt, Too 


we ile 
Films and Filmstrips 


Produced by Moody 
Institute of Science 


Biv 


LOS ANGELES 25, CALIFORNIA 

















OPPORTUNITY 
TO assist with your tithes and Suen ina a 


ONARY 


tian maternity shelter for unmarried mothers 

their babies seeking to rehabilitate lives, and bring 
about a change through personal relationship to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Write for Brochure 
HEARTSEASE HOME FOR WOMEN AND BABIES 
413 EAST Sist STREET, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
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CHORAL 


Billy Graham International Crusade 
Choirs with George Beverly Shea. Cliff 
Barrows, Director. RCA Victor. LPM 
—2088, $3.98. 

Blessed Assurance (Charlotte Crusade Choir) ; 
The Lord is My Shepherd (All-Scotland 
Crusade Choir); The Ninety and Nine (Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, Crusade Choir); Love Divine, 
All Love Excelling (London Crusade Choir) ; 
‘Tis Marvelous and Wonderful (San Francisco 
Bay Cities Crusade Choir); Jesus Is Coming 
(Frankfurt, Germany, Crusade Choir); Praise 
to the Lord, the Almighty (San Francisco Bay 
Cities Crusade Choir); I’m Glad I’m Singing 
(Gothenburg, Sweden, Crusade Choir); He the 
Pearly Gates Will Open (Charlotte Crusade 
Choir). Side Two: How Great Thou Art (New 
York Crusade Choir); All That Thrills My 
Soul (Melbourne Crusade Choir); Thou Mighty 
to Save (San Francisco Bay Cities Crusade 
Choir); Verily, Verily (Charlotte Crusade 
Choir) ; To God Be the Glory (London Crusade 
Choir); Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit (Char- 
lotte Crusade Choir); The Song of the Soul Set 
Free (Sydney Crusade Choir); When I Survey 
the Wondrous Cross (Charlotte Crusade Choir). 


This is designed to be an enormously 
successful Souvenir Album of the Billy 
Graham Crusades. It is beautiful edited, 
with pictures and informative reading 
matter. Listening to the Crusade Choirs 
from all over the world, as heard on 
this record, one is thankful all over 
again for the blessing of the Lord on 
Billy Graham and his team. 

The musical value of this album is 
not great, nor was it intended to be, 
but the sentimental value is, of course 
tremendous. However we must not 
ignore the splendid musicianship on the 
part of Cliff Barrows, the musical di- 
rector, whose duty it has been to make 
good choirs out of the “mixed multi- 
tudes” who have presented themselves 
to him in every city of the Crusade. 
That he has succeeded in this difficult 
task is obvious from this record. 

One thing that struck me as being 
interesting and rather pleasing was that 
every Crusade Choir sounds like every 
other Crusade Choir, whether in this 
country, Scotland, Germany, or any- 
where else. This proves all over again 
that foreigners aren’t so very foreign 
after all and that music is still the great 
international language. 


Music from the Washington Cathedral. 
Washington Cathedral Choir of Men 
and Boys, Paul Callaway, Director. 
Vanguard. VRS—1036; $4.98. Stereo 
$5.98. 

Magnificat (Morley); If Ye Love Me (Tallis); 
Sing Joyfully Unto God (Byrd); Nunc Dimit- 
tis (Gibbons); Exaltabo Te (Palestrina); Jesu 
dulcis memoria (Victoria); Cantate Domino 
(Schiitz); Hymn No. 211 (Jesu Joy); Hymn 
No. 599 (Vigiles et sancti). Side two: Hymn 
No. 289 (St. Anne); Anglican Chant (Davies) ; 
Sanctus (Sowerby); Corpus Christi (Warlock) ; 
Lo, in the time appointed (Willan); Let down 


RECORD REVIEWS 


by Robert Elmore 


the bars, O Death (Barber); Jam sol recedit 
igneus (Parker) ; Hymn No. 179 (St. Clement); 
For All the Saints (Vaughan Williams). 

This is a treasurable recording, span- 
ning as it does four centuries of dis- 
tinguished liturgical music. Paul Call- 
away has developed a magnificent 
choral ensemble of men and boys at 
the Washington Cathedral and it is a 
joy to hear them in this splendid pro- 
gram. 

Everything on side one of this record 
dates from an early era, musically 
speaking, before Wagner had unicode 
his floods of chromaticism which were 
destined to engulf the world of music, 
before Beethoven had made music the 
voice of man’s innermost and deepest 
emotions, before (except for one hymn) 
even Bach, the mightiest colossus of 
all, had appeared on the scene. This 
means that this is music which will 
sound archaic at first but will, at the 
same time, be, I think, strangely mov- 
ing. Listen to the tender, restrained 
emotion of Thomas Tallis’ setting of 
John 14:15 and 16. It is in another 
musical language, true, but his mess- 
age js just as moving in the 20th cen- 
tury as it must have been in the 16th. 

In the six-part Motet by William 
Byrd, your enjoyment and appreciation 
will be enhanced if you bear in mind 
that this is not homophonic music, such 
as we are used to hearing today. Each 
of the six parts is a melody of equal 
interest, and the listener should follow 
each voice just as he would follow 
each thread of a beautifully woven 
tapestry. A 

On side two the record gives us, 
among other things, two pieces by living 
American composers, Leo Sowerby and 
Samuel Barber, and a gently beautiful 
one by another American, the late 
Horatio Parker. These are all beauti- 
fully written music and, it goes without 
saying, beautifully sung. 

This, then, is a record of true 
church music: dignified, reverent, and 
intensely beautiful. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Quito Calling. Zondervan LP-544. 
$3.85. 


To God Be the Glory; He Lives; Satisfied; There 
is a Green Hill; Jesus Shall Reign; Down in 
the Valley; O Jesus, Jesus. Side Two: I Cannot 
Hide from God; My Tongue Shall Praise 
Jehovah; He Giveth More Grace; I Will Sing 
the Mercies of God; What a Friend; Deeper and 
Deeper; Thirty Pieces of Silver; No Sunset in 
God’s Tomorrow. 

There is a great deal to admire in 
this very fine sampling of the talents of 
the staff of station HJCB, the Pioneer 
Missionary Broadcaster. The technical 
level of musical performance is high 
be < o There is fine choral sing- 

good solo work, and proficient in- 
rah tn playing. 
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It was a pleasant surprise to discover 
that “There is a Green Hill” was the 
seldom heard setting by Gounod, well 
done by a mezzo-soprano with an ef- 
fective violin obligato. There was a fine 
solo voice to be heard in “Satisfied,” 
done by a male group. There was a good 
effect in bringing in the male voices at 
the end of the accordion solo in “Jesus 
Shall Reign,” while the accordion played 
decorative scale passages reminiscent of 
the “Tannhauser” Overture. And “He 
Lives” (with inserts of “Jesus Is All the 
World to Me”) was played very cleverly, 
albeit in a “worldly” style, by a good 
xylophonist. Not everything is this al- 
bum is on a high level musically, but it 
is all well done. 


INSTRUMENTAL 


Dinner Devotionals. Lorin Whitney, 
organ. Sacred. LP-8035 $4.98. Stereo 
$5.98. 

Not Dreaming; I Will Sing of My Redeemer; 
What a Wonderful Saviour; Victory through 
Grace; When I Survey the Wondrous Cross; O 
I Want to See Him. Side Two: O That Will Be 
Glory For Me; Just for Today; Blessed Re- 
deemer; Onward Christian Soldiers; Security; O 
How I Love Jesus. 


I suppose the title of this album, 
“Dinner Devotionals,” is the key to 
comprehension of its contents. It is 
evidently designed to be eaten to and 
not to be listened to, for surely the 
long grey stretches of sound engraved 
on both sides of this disc could only 
add up to boredom if listened to with 
careful attention. 

The organ used here is a Robert 
Morton of the type which used to be 
heard in movie houses everywhere. It 
is evidently quite limited in tonal re- 
sources, for the tone, while pleasing, 
sounds pretty much the same through- 
out. 

This album, then, is not designed 
for serious listening but, as its title indi- 
cates, for “background music.” My 
personal reaction to this is that if music 
deserves to be played at all, it deserves 
to be heard; if it’s not worth listening 
to, why bother with it at all? 

Many will disagree with me, and if 
you want a little soft organ music to 
“warm up the atmosphere,” this record 
May appeal to you. 


JUVENILE 


The Christian Dramatic Society Presents 
Stories Based on the Bible for the Chil- 
dren. Leal Grunke, Director. Christian 
Faith Recording, CD—5081. $3.98. 


Fishers of Men(Luke 5:1-11); Wine from Water 
(Jobn 2:1-11); The Torn Roof (Matt. 9:1-8). 
Side two: A Cripple Healed at Bethesda (Jobn 
521-16); The Man Who Lived Twice (Luke 
7:11-16); The Storm that Listened to Jesus 
_— 8:23-27, Mark 4:37-41, Luke 8:22- 
5) 

_ These Bible stories are done quite 
simply, no doubt with an eye to the 
Juvenile audience. As children’s stories ~ 
they are successful and should create 
an interest in the Bible. 
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New Record Service 


BUY THE BEST IN CHRISTIAN RECORDINGS BY MAIL 


This 
Month's 


e 
Choice 
BILLY GRAHAM _INTER- 
NATIONAL CRUSADE 


CHOIRS. With George 
Beverly Shea; Cliff Bar- 
rows, director. Blessed As- 
surance; The Lord Is My 


Shepherd; The Ninety and Nine; Love Divine, All Love 
Excelling; ‘Tis Marvelous and Wonderful; Jesus Is Coming; 
Praise to the Lord, The Almighty; I’m Glad I’m Singing; 
He the Pearly Gates Will Open; How Great Thou Art; All 
That Thrills My Soul; Thou Mighty To Save; Verily, Verily; 


To God Be the Glory; Every Time | Feel the Spirit; The 
Song of the Soul Set Free; When | Survey the Wondrous 


Cross. RCA-Victor. 






RONNIE AVALONE — “SING- 
ING” with the Concert Orches- 
tra of London. Singing; Jesus 
Savior, Pilot Me; Then Jesus 
Came; Come unto Me; No One 
Ever Cared for Me; Holy Thou 
Art; The Lost Chord. 

Word 3058—$3.98. 


ay. ora a 


BLESSED ASSURANCE. George 
Beverly Shea. Blessed Assur- 
ance; It Is Well with My Soul; 
Security; When God Is Near; 
Under His Wings; If We Could 
See; All That Thrills My Soul. 
RCA Victor LPM 1967—$3.98; 
Stereo—$4.98. 


LPM-2088—$3.98. 





THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 
Baylor University a Cappella 
Choir. God Is the Light of the 
World; If Thou Wilt Suffer; The 
Creation; Send Out Thy Light; 
Holy Lord God; Now Thank We 
All. Word-4016—$3.98; Stereo 
9005—$4.98. 





THE SONGS OF FANNY 
CROSBY. Christian Faith Wom- 
an’s Chorus. All the Way; 
Blessed Assurance; To God Be 
the Glory; Safe in the Arms; 
Saved By Grace; He Hideth My 
Soul; Redeemed. 

CF-1321—$3.98. 








THE VOICES OF SCOTLAND, 
VOL. Il. The Scottish Festival 
of Male Voice Praise. Praise, O 
Praise Jehovah; Rock of Ages; 
I’ve Been Redeemed; The Lord’s 
My Shepherd; When | Get 
Home. Christian Faith Z-6013— 
$4.98. 





GREAT STORIES FROM THE 
BIBLE. Wendell Loveless nar- 
rates children’s stories. The 
Man Who Built the First Boat; 
The Baby Who Was Saved by 
His Sister; Three Boys Who 
Could Not Be Burned, and 
many others. W-3029—$3.98. 


Readers Record Service 
Dept. C, Box 2100; Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








City 


Zone. . 
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Please send me the Christian recordings | have checked below, for which 
1 am enclosing a check or money order to cover the cost, plus 24c to 
cover postage and handling. 
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Graham Avalone Baylor Baylor Scotland Shea Shea Crosby Stories 
(Stereo) (Stereo) 
$3.98 $3.98 $3.98 $4.98 $4.98 $3.98 $4.98 $3.98 $3.98 


If you desire a record other than one listed above, please list it on a separate sheet and 
enclose sheet with coupon. i 

Don’t forget to include the postage and handling charge. Cash must be received with coupon. 
Clip this coupon and mail to Readers Record Service, Dept. C, Box 2100, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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“why should I listen to 
The Bible Study Hour?” 





the Christian 

who truly knows Christ 
is the one who best 
shows Him to the world. 





The only way to know Him is 
through the faithful, Spirit-led study 
of His Word. Use the verse-by- 
verse studies on The Bible Study Hour 
to help you know Him. 

As your knowledge grows and your 
commitment deepens, your witness 

for Him will daily increase in 


effectiveness. 


hear Donald Grey Barnhouse 

and The BIBLE STUDY HOUR 

sundays on the National Broadcasting Company 
radio network and other stations. 


see your newspaper for time and station. 








BLUE PRINT 
(Continued from page 8) 


free from the narrow exclusiveness of 
their Jerusalem brethren. As for the 
Gentiles, they knew of no such re- 
strictive influences. The gospel mes- 
sage itself had been released from 
binding Hebrew connotations. It is as 
if God’s imperatives, or at least His 
earnest entreaties had become trans- 
figured into supremely responsive ways 
of persuasion. Only a reverent survey 
of the development of hymnology and 
devotional classics, better still, of the 
biographies of saintly, committed lives 
throughout the Christian era, could 
begin to do justice to the fullness of 
divine response. 

Truly the ways of God are medi- 
ated to us throughout the ages as those 
of the Great Doer of the unexpected. 

Should any of us keep on contend- 
ing with these ways in the face of the 
steadiness of a purpose disclosed over 
thousands of years? Or is it not simply 
that the very infinity of divine re- 
sponse exposes our human infirmity? 
What actually causes our consterna- 
tion is that we never can secure from 
God, even through prayer and en- 
treaty, the long-range assignment we 
so direly crave. What we actually want 
is # blueprint for our lives, one that 
we could slip into our pocket and 
walk away with, on our own. 

Should this ever be the case, should 
this baleful privilege be granted to us, 
then the whole record of God’s deal- 
ings with His people throughout the 
ages would indeed be given the lie. For 
if there is even one single truth this 
record conveys, this truth is to the ef- 
fect that God never gives a blueprint 
to anyone. 

The reason for this should by now 
have become clear to the unprejudiced 
reader of the Bible: the heavenly 
Father acts as if He did not want His 
own to part ways with Him, to become 
engrossed in the glory of their self- 
sufficiency until they finally end in the 
dejection of the far country. Quite 
otherwise. He wants them to grow into 
a loving dependence upon him, to fos- 
ter in their whole being an utter trust 
in His infinite Providence. 

May this truth break upon you as it 
did of old upon the Emmaus disciples. 

“And it came to pass, as he sat at 
meat with them, he took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to 
them. And their eyes were opened, 
and they knew him...” 

And they knew him. Did you say 
you were looking for the way you must 
go. He is the way. But you must al- 
ways depend on Him for the next step, 
and be prepared for the unexpected. 

The article has been reprinted by per- 
mission from “The Princeton Seminary 
Bulletin.” 
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YOUR @ BY 
Questions DR. BARNHOUSE 


Answerep AND STAFF 


In this new department of ETERNITY Magazine, Dr. Barnhouse and the staff 
will answer questions regarding biblical understanding, spiritual truth and the 
Christian life and walk. 


Question: Is it possible for us to “deify” the Bible? Should we say that the Bible 
is our authority, or that Jesus Christ is our authority? 


Answer: It is, of course, possible to misuse the Bible in many ways. We may use 
it as a fetish, or a charm. We may think that the mere presence of the Bible makes 
us “more religious.” We may flip it open at random to seek answers to our 
problems. All such use of the Bible is superstitious, and tends to “deify” it as 
a book. 

But, when the Bible is acknowledged as the Word of God, we cannot give 
a high enough regard to it. It is God’s message to us, and bears His authority. 
Therefore, it confuses the issue to ask whether the Bible or Jesus Christ should 
be our authority. Either one is—or both! For the Lord Jesus Christ speaks author- 
itatively through His Word. Divine sanction is given to “all scripture.” Therefore, 
the Bible is our authority, for it testifies to Jesus Christ, its Author. 


Question: I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior recently. What must I now do 
to prepare for heaven? 


Answer: Nothing! There is nothing you can do to prepare for heaven if you have 
truly put your trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. You are just as ready for 
heaven now as you will ever be. For, you see, readiness for heaven does not depend 
on what you do, but what Christ has done for you. “Jesus paid it all!” 

Now, of course, this does not mean you can live as you please. If you have truly 
been born again, you will want to live a godly life. You will bring every thought 
into captivity to Christ (II Cor. 10:5). And, since every word and act are preceeded 
by thought, if your thoughts are captive to Christ, so will your actions and speech 
honor Him. 

In addition, you will seek to saturate your mind with the Word of God (Acts 
17:11; Il Tim. 2:15; 1 Pet. 2:2). Prayer will be a daily delight for you. And you will 
want to become a witness for Christ (Acts 1:8). It is important that you seek out a 
good evangelical church where you will find Christian fellowship and opportunities 
to serve the Lord (Heb. 10:25). 


Question: What do you mean when you say that men have souls and spirits? 


Answer: The Bible teaches that man is a three-fold being. He has a body, he has a 
spirit, and he is a soul. When God created man, He breathed into him the breath 
of life and man became a living soul (Gen. 2:7). The body of man is his contact 
point with the tangible world about him. The soul of man is his individuality, 
his “self”, that which makes him different from everyone else round about him. 
The soul also consists of man’s emotions, intelligence, and will. Man’s spirit is 
his God-consciousness which enables him to make contact with the true God. 
God is a spirit, and we can only have fellowship with Him in spirit and truth 
(John 4:24; Rom. 8:16). Thus, Paul describes the three-fold makeup of man 
in I Thess. 5:23. é 

Now, when Adam sinned, this three-story dwelling of body, soul and spirit 
was demolished. The upper stories all crashed down into the lower story, like 
a building which had been hit by a bomb. Thus, man’s outlook on life since 
the fall has been grossly distorted. He sees things from a “soulish” level, instead 
of the spiritual level, for essentially, Adam died spiritually when he sinned against 
God. He no longer saw things from the spiritual level, but viewed all of life from 
the level of his soul. Consequently, man cannot understand spiritual things, nor 
can he fellowship with the true God in his natural state (I Cor. 2:14, 15). 

Only when a person is born again does God reverse the demolition process 
and restore man to his rightful order of spirit, soul and body. 
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DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Christ’s Resurrection 


“Our Lord’s bodily resurrection is essential 
to Christianity. The apostles witnessed to 
His resurrection (Acts 4:33). The Book of 
God sets forth His resurrection as a historical 
fact. The apostle Paul by the Spirit asserts 
that without the resurrection, we are yet in 
our sins and we are without hope. 


“This importance of the Christian doctrine 
of the resurrection of Christ was early recog- 
nized by the enemies of the cross, and they 
have done their best to discredit it. But the 
truth of it stands. History, the presence of 
the risen Christ in His true Church, the 
power of the gospel—all are ringing afhrma- 
tions of its truth. The tragic consequences 
which must follow if our Lord did not rise 
are potent reminders of its necessity to salva- 
tion, and to the conception of God’s concern 
for and God’s rule over the world. 

“No one can explain away the clear state- 
ments of the Word of God as though it were 
only the spirit that survived. ‘Flesh and bones’ 
were characteristics of that resurrected body 
(Luke 24:39). Denials of the resurrection 
and ‘explanations’ of it are both to be rejected. 
Be sure of it, without the resurrection there is 
no more to our Lord’s death than the death 
of any man. But with the resurrection, His 
deity is attested, His sacrifice is vindicated, 
His power is established, His judgeship is 
settled. 

‘If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus 
as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that 
God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved: for with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation’ (Romans 10:9, 10).” 

Every Christian should have a copy of Dr. 
Culbertson’s book God’s Provision for Holy 
Living, a happy blending of Bible study 
and practical exhortation. 112 pages, paper 
bound. For your free copy, write Moody 
Bible Institute, Dept. ET-0-867, 820 N. 
LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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THE BIBLICAL EXPOSITOR. 3 vol. Carl 
F. H. Henry, Editor. Holman. |: 402 
pp; Il: 402 pp; Ill: 499 pp. $6.95 
each. 


is Herbert Henry 
editor of 


The reviewer 
Ehrenstein, contributing 
ETERNITY Magazine. 

One of the most ambitious publish- 
ing ventures of contemporary times is 
the Holman Company’s Biblical Ex- 
positor. This 3-volume set of well- 
bound, -beautifully printed books pro- 
vides a gist or synopsis of the 66 books 
of the Bible for the modern reader. 

Edited by Carl F. H. Henry, the 
books feature such well-known evan- 
gelical scholars as O. T. Allis, Andrew 
Blackwood, Geoffrey Bromiley, F. F. 
Bruce, Everett Harrison, H. C. Leu- 
pold, James Packer, Stephen Payne, 
J. D. Pentecost, Wilbur Smith, Merrill 
Unger, J. Stafford Wright, Edward 
Young, G. Douglas Young and 51 
other loyal students of the Word, from 
many parts of the world. 

The purpose of the set is to furnish 
an up-to-date over-all exposition of 
the Bible written with our generation’s 
special needs in view. The writings 
were to be non-technical enough for 
the average intelligent layman or Sun- 
day school teacher to use. Yet, they 
must be sufficiently mature that the 
pastor, teacher and skilled student of 
Scripture. might find profit. In other 
words, this Biblical Expositor was to 
offer a broad, sweeping treatment of 
the whole Bible placing before the 
reader the great major ideas of each 
book. 

This is a big order, and reviewers of 
the books are sure to differ as to the 
success of the venture. I see in the vol- 
umes a tremendous amount of worth- 
while expository and devotional ma- 
terial. The various introductions in the 
set are gems of concise information. For 
example, there are introductory articles 
on: the Bible, Old Testament, penta- 
teuch, historical, poetical, prophetic 
books, inter-testament period, New 
Testament, Gospels and Epistles. Each 
is penned by a different writer and the 
introductions form almost a volume in 
themselves. 

Each Bible book is preceded by an 
outline of its contents, helpful to stu- 
dents. And, while the reader cannot 
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expect a comprehensive, verse-by-verse 
analysis of Scripture, for the most 
part, the coverage is very good. The di- 
vision of the text into the outline sub- 
headings is extremely beneficial. 
However, inevitably, there are weak- 
nesses. In such a symposium of writ- 
ings by men of various theological 
persuasions, there will be diversity of 


Three-Volume Set 


Gives Bird’s-eye View 


interpretation on many minor—and 
some major—issues. Readers, for ex- 
ample, who like the handling of the 
prophecy passages of Thessalonians 
will disagree sharply with the treat- 
ment of the Matthew 13 parables, and 
vice versa. 

Others will feel that I Corinthians 
was not given an adequate handling in 





DOWN-TO-EARTH 


Politics Comes to the Fore 


POLITICS AND EVANGELISM. Phi- 
lippe Maury. Doubleday. 120 pp. 
$2.95. 


CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND THE DILEM- 
MAS OF FOREIGN POLICY. Ken- 
neth Thompson. Duke University. 
144 pp. $3.50. 

The reviewer is Paul Simon, author 
of “Politics’ (Moody) and a repre- 
sentative in the Illinois state legisla- 
ture. 

In a sense it is unfortunate that 
these two books are to be reviewed to- 
gether. For both are good books speak- 
ing to Christian people on the rele- 
vance of faith to political life. But as 
is frequently the case when comparing 
two good products, one seems to be 
better and if I were to choose between 
the two it would be the French au- 
thor’s work, “Politics and Evangel- 
ism.” Maury is a former French cabi- 
net member who served in the French 
underground during World War II. At 
the present time he is the general sec- 
retary of the World Christian Move- 
ment. He is a layman. All of this 
background has given him the oppor- 
tunity for a finer edge in cutting into 
this total problem. 

There are things in both volumes 
with which I disagree and with which 
you would disagree. But this does not 
diminish their value. 

The two authors agree that the 
churches and Christians have a mes- 
sage for government. Maury goes 
further than Thompson in_ charg- 
ing the church with neglect: “Our 
churches grow more and more inter- 


ested in themselves and indifferent to 
the world.” 

But the two authors also agree that 
thé church must be most cautious. 

Maury writes: “The church should 
admit the limits of its competence. . . . 
The greatest danger that threatens the 
church in carrying out its political 
ministry is the temptation of taking 
itself too seriously.” 

Thompson writes: “Policies cloaked 
in religious and moral terms tend to 
become frozen, intractable, and abso- 
lute . . . Policies and interest which 
are always justified and defended in 
Christian terms tend to increase world 
tensions and lead finally to a fatal con- 
flict.” 

Both books are written by men who 
are down-to-earth and not “pie-in-the 
sky” theorists. 

A slight weakness of the Thompson 
volume is his uncritical acceptance of 
the political theories of Hans J. 
Morgenthau. The Morgenthau type of 
thinking, which tends to make what is 
expedient morally acceptable, appears 
here and there. Neither Morgenthau 
nor Thompson put it quite that 
crudely; both would deny acceptance 
of such an idea, but in balancing 
power and morality (with great empha- 
sis on power) I think that danger is 
there. 

Maury points out more clearly than 
Thompson the specific challenge pre- 
sented by world politics to Christians. 
There are risks, he readily acknowl- 
edges, but the “Christian life is lived 
by faith, not sight, and is always 
made up of risks.” 
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parts. For instance, only 15 lines are 
allotted to the vital 7th chapter on 
marital problems. Particularly in the 
Old Testament books, the authors fre- 
quently do little more than retell the 
biblical story in their own words, miss- 
ing some excellent analogies and ap- 
plications. However, this may be due 
to the limits of space. 

In spite of the weaknesses, here is a 
set of books, thoroughly evangelical 
throughout, which will bring a great 
amount of spiritual enrichment to all 
who take the time to read and use 
them. For purposes of Bible survey, to 
gain a bird’s-eye view of the message 
of the Word of God, this set will meet 
a real need. From the generalized 
study afforded in these books, the in- 
terested student can proceed to more 
concentrated research with the use of 
commentaries on specific books of the 
Bible. Consider the purchase of a set 
for the family’s use. Your pastor would 
also thrill to a gift set. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS IN HUMAN 
RELATIONS. Guy F. Hershberger. 
Herald. 411 pp. $5.50. 


The reviewer is Robert L. Wendt, assist- 
ant professor of sociology, Salem College, 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


This book is a plea for all who claim 
to be Christian to walk in the “Way 
of the Cross.” The author especially 
admonishes those of the Anabaptist 
tradition to be more careful about this 
matter. In his own words, “the way of 
the cross is the way of love and non- 
resistance, and it is because the de- 
fenseless Christians have consistently 
followed this way that the forces of Anti- 
christ have opposed them.” Although 
there are chapters which deal with “the 
way of the Cross” in politics, eco- 
nomics and social relations, the major 
emphasis is upon the nonresistance 
concept as the proper attitude of 
Christians toward war. 

Here is a book which is both pan- 
oramic and encyclopedic. It is pan- 
oramic when it endeavors to cover the 
attitude of major movements in Chris- 
tendom toward nonresistance over the 
centuries. It is encyclopedic in its con- 
tinuing reference to author after au- 
thor, these authors supposedly repre- 
senting some view which supports the 
thesis of the book. Such a method 
makes the book laborious reading. 


VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 
Alan Redpath. Revell. 190 pp. $3. 


The reviewer is S. E. Anderson, director 
of the Correspondence Department of 
Northern Baptist Seminary, Chicago, and 
author of “Nehemiah the Executive.” 


The success of Dr. Redpath as pas- 
tor of world-famed Moody Church in 
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presents the new direct method of 
study which produces personal involve- 
ment with the Word. The ABS 
method revolutionizes adult Sunday- 
school classes; it is exciting! 


BIBLE IS TEXTBOOK! ABS holds 
forth the Bible as the inspired Word 
of God, its own best commentary, and 
the only rule for faith and practice. 
With ABS the Bible is textbook. Jesus 
Christ is central in ‘life and study. 


FOR ADULTS IN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL! ABS is designed for and 
dedicated to grown-ups—those _all-im- 
portant, church-building, cradle-rock- 
ing, career-venturing people. No other 
group stands in a position so signifi- 
cantly to shape the church both now 
and in the generation to come. 


STUDY GUIDE—NOT COMMEN- 
TARY! Here are 96 pages of invita- 
tion to learning designed to lea 
thoughtful adults into depth Bible 
study. Make discoveries through over- 
views, problem solving, leading ques- 


tions, life situations, and contrasts. 





ROMANS or GENESIS for your 
OCTOBER Sunday-school quarter. 





Special Dralaees of ABS 


@ Endorsed by pastors and laymen 
in representative test classes. 

@ Daily altar guide is provided for 
family or private devotions. 

@ Forty units of book-by-book study 
thoroughly cover the entire Bible. 
Each unit is a three-month study 
course. ABS is undated. 

@ For each of the 40 units, a 
128-page Leader’s Guide includes 
the Study Guide material plus an 
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sion, definitions of technical points 
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study more meaningful. Get yours today. 
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“A great aid in interpretation . . .” 
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by DAVID R. MACE 


One of the world’s 
best known marriage 
counselors, David R. 
Mace, writes about 20 
difficult areas of adjust- 
ment in marriage in- 
cluding maturing, sex, 
money, in-laws, the ag- 
ing wife, childlessness. 

“The style is casual 
and highly readable. But 
this volume is not there- 
by to be underestimated. 
It requires mastery of 
the subject to be able to 
put one’s finger squarely 
on the issues. ... There 
are many choice insights 
put into single sen- 
tences.”—Eternity (Re- 
viewed in this issue.) 


$295 at your bookstore 


cAbingdon ‘Press 
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Chicago is explained, partly, by his evi. 
dent devotion to Christ and by his dilj- 
gence in duty as revealed in this study 
of Nehemiah. 

All who wish to be victorious jn 
their Christian service should read this 
book. Laymen, especially, will appre- 
ciate its practical nature because Nehe- 
miah was not a prophet, priest or scribe 
—he was a layman. His beloved Jerusa- 
lem was in ruins. He came, he saw, he 
constructed the city walls. 

The author may appear to be too in- 
trospective in this book. He emphasizes 
the need for weeping over the ruined 
“walls” of character, churches and 
country. But many Christians are more 
calloused than concerned. And Nehe- 
miah did not weep for long. He prayed, 
and then he worked with great dili- 
gence in rebuilding the city. 

The Book of Nehemiah is exceed- 
ingly rich in illustrations of church 
problems and their solutions. While the 
New Testament church is not men- 
tioned here, the experiences of Nehe- 
miah and his people should help every 
pastor and church officer to do their 
work better. Here are prophetic pat- 
terns for modern Christians, divine 
directions for churches and nations, 
practical programs for pastors and peo- 
ple, and examples of administrative 
sagacity for all leaders. 


THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS AND PRIM- 
ITIVE CHRISTIANITY. Jean Dan- 
ielou. Helicon. 128 pp. $3. 


The reviewer is William Sanford La Sor, 
professor of Old Testament at Fuller 
Theological Seminary and author of “The 
Amazing Dead Sea Scrolls and the Chris- 
tian Faith.” 


In three chapters, Pere Danielou 
has discussed the important subjects, 
“The Religious Community of Qumran 
and the Evangelical Milieu,” “Christ 
and the Teacher of Righteousness,” 
and “Early Developments of the 
Church and the Community of 
Qumran.” His work is a good answer 
to those who try to show that Christi- 
anity is a worked-over Qumranism. 

Accepting the theory that the 
Qumranians were Essenes, Danielou 
goes on to identify John the Baptist 
with the sect. This is a likely prob- 
ability, but not nearly so certain as 
the author makes it. Danielou rightly 
shows that John had a distinctive mes- 
sage that did not belong to the Qumran 
viewpoint, namely, that the Messiah 
had indeed come. Jesus, on the other 
hand, cannot be identified with the 
Essenes. Here, Danielou’s argument, 
based on Sabbath-keeping, is particu- 
larly striking. 

In studying the Teacher of Right- 
eousness and Christ, the author has 
bent over backwards in his effort to 
concede all he can—yet he makes a 
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clear and positive argument to show 
that Jesus Christ is unique. Not only 
was there a messianic consciousness in 
Jesus not found in the Teacher of 
Righteousness, but even more indica- 
tive, there was a sense of sinlessness. 
As Danielou says, “One of the most 
remarkable characteristics of the 
Teacher of Righteousness . . . is his 
deeply-rooted sense of being a sinner 
. ; one of the most extraordinary 
characteristics of the person of Jesus 
Christ, is that in Him one never finds 
the slightest feeling of being a sinner.” 
In the third chapter, Danielou sum- 
marizes ideas already presented but, 
in my opinion, makes no great con- 
tribution. His suggestion that Paul was 
converted by Essene Christians in Da- 
mascus is not particularly convincing. 
The translator has unfortunately 
erred in rendering the word Paque as 
“Easter” rather than “Passover,” re- 
sulting in such ridiculous statements 
as, “the Crucifixion took place before 


Easter” and “Easter . . . fell on Satur- 
day.” There are other less serious mis- 
prints and inconsistencies which mar 
an otherwise good piece of work. 


SUCCESS IN MARRIAGE. David R. 
Mace. Abingdon. 158 pp. $2.95. 


The reviewer is Dwight H. Small, 
author of “Design for Christian Mar- 
riage” (Revell) and minister of the 
Warren Park Presbyterian Church, 
Cicero, Ill. 


No better known, nor more highly 
regarded or prolific writer on the sub- 
ject of marriage has appeared in our 
generation. The present volume at first 
is deceiving, for the chapters are so 
brief as to make the book little more 
than an outline. The style is casual 
and highly readable. But this volume 
is not thereby to be underestimated. It 
requires mastery of the subject to be 





AN EXCEPTIONAL DICTIONARY 


It Makes Language Live 


THE BIBLE WORD BOOK. Ronald 
Bridges and Luther A. Weigle. 
Thomas Nelson. 422 pp. $5.00. 


The reviewer is C. J. Simpson, pro- 
fessor of English, Whitworth College. 


Proverbially lacking in both con- 
tinuity and suspense, dictionaries are 
not often recommended for A—Z 
reading. The Bible Word Book is an 
exceptional dictionary. Though surely 
most profitable as a reference work, it 
bears—even invites—reading of con- 
secutive pages. 

Arranged in alphabetical order for 
quick reference, the key entries provide 
readable and helpful commentaries on 
obsolete and archaic words in the King 
James version of the Bible. The size of 
the book is not imposing, but its con- 
tents is surprisingly large, for the 829 
articles contain discussions of many 
words other than the key entries. All 
these are made accessible by a thor- 
ough index. 

Apparently Luther A. Weigle’s skill 
as translator is behind the modern 
English discussions of Greek and He- 
brew words that were antecedent 
to King James renditions. The late 
Ronald Bridges’ literary background 
no doubt accounts for the many choice 
allusions that serve for profit and 
pleasure at the same moment. The en- 
tire work is another major indication 
of the continuing value of the Oxford 
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English Dictionary with its handling 
of words according to historical prin- 
ciples. 

The Bible Word Book has a number 
of special appeals. It will delight one 
who has learned the great fascination 
language has when it is recognized as 
flexible, changing, and alive. It will 
please the reader of Shakespeare and 
other writers of the Renaissance, for 
it often gives new understanding of 
literary passages. But as one might 
suppose, it will be especially attractive 
to one who simply loves the Bible and 
wants to get as close as possible to its 
meanings. 

The last apreal very likely is the 
chief objective of the writers. And they 
have been successful. Articles on 
words will often shift the serious 
reader from an inaccurate or vague in- 
terpretation of the Bible to a much 
better one, from meaning of slight con- 
notation to the rich heart response 
that is called for. Most obviously de- 
signed to throw new light on the King 
James version, the book does an im- 
portant work in elucidating 20th cen- 
tury translations as well. In comparing 
a recent version with the King James 
version, the reader observes the change 
in words; in reading The Bible Word 
Book he gains awareness of the reason 
for the change. The result is a more 
active understanding of both transla- 
tions. 
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defense of the truth against the ac- 
cusations and attacks of Porphyry. 

But there is also positive exposition 
and useful comment in Jerome’s com- 
mentary. Indeed, one may read the 
work for devotional help. Jerome him- 
self held a nonmillennial interpreta- 
tion of the seventy-sevens (Daniel 9: 
24-27), and one could wish that he 
had developed his view more in detail. 
Sometimes his exposition is valuable; 
sometimes not. Often it is fragmen- 
tary. One misses a clear-cut statement 
of the doctrines of grace. The com- 
ments on Daniel 4:27 for example, 
are very unsatisfactory. But every seri- 
ous student of Daniel must study Je- 
rome. 

Jerome’s Latin is not always easy to 
translate, but Dr. Archer has done a 
first rate piece of work. His English is 
felicitous, and he has made the Church 
his debtor by providing this excellent 
and useful rendering of Jerome’s work. 


BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT. Charles Caldwell Ry- 
rie. Moody. 384 pp. $5. 

The reviewer is Otto A. Piper, professor 
of New Testament, Princeton Theological 

Seminary. 


The study of biblical theology is ad- 
mittedly the most difficult subject of 
the theological gamut, and he who 
wants to write a textbook in this field, 
must do it either at the beginning of his 
career, Or must wait to its very end. 
President Ryrie has chosen the former 
alternative and has produced a very 
readable and practically useful book. 

Rather than placing the whole of the 
New Testament under a common 
theme as has been done recently by 
Dodd, Bultmann or Stauffer, the author 
prefers the older method of divid- 
ing the New Testament into seven sec- 
tions, viz. the Synoptists, Acts, James, 
Paul, Hebrews, Peter and Jude, and 
John. In each of these sections, a brief 
historical introduction indicates the 
special character of the book or group 
of books, followed by a detailed list of 
theological topics referred to, or ex- 
plicitly stated therein. The arrange- 
ment usually follows the scheme: God, 
Christ, Holy Spirit, to which in some 
instances chapters on the Church, the 
Christian Life and/or Eschatology 
are added. 

The author, president of the Phila- 
delphia College of Bible, espouses the 
traditional Protestant attitude towards 
the Bible plus a leaning towards pre- 
millennialism. The book is written 
primarily for the layman who wants to 
know what Paul or James or John have 
to say about God or the Bible or the 
Things To Come. 

While the intrinsic connection of all 
the biblical statements on theological 
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matters is taken for granted, no at- 
tempt is made to spell it out explicitly. 
I wonder, however, whether the tra- 
ditional concept of theology, as a 
method of teaching, is so central in 
the New Testament as it was among the 
scribes, and as this book contends. 
Would it not be more appropriate to 
present the evangelical message as 
proclaimed by the various New Testa- 
ment writers and thus to arrange the 
materials according to the _ special 
emphasis found in each of them? 


OUR AGELESS BIBLE. Thomas Linton 
Leishman. Thomas Nelson. 158 pp. 
$2.75. 

The reviewer is Gordon G. Ceper- 
ley, chairman of department of Bibli- 
cal Introduction and_ Apologetics, 
Philadelphia College of Bible. 

This work first appeared in 1939 but 
has since been expanded by the author 
to include a brief section on the Dead 


‘Sea discoveries as well as recent de- 


velopments in biblical. translation. 
The volume gives the reader a briefing 
on the history of the biblical text 
from the: earliest extant. manuscripts 
through the publishing of the Revised 
Standard Version. The scope is broad 
and the pace hurried; therefore there 
can be no real depth at any point. To 
aid those who desire more information 
in this field of study the author has in- 
cluded a bibliography of some of the 
standard works. 

I feel that the author has failed to 
communicate the thrill associated with 
the preservation of the text as well as 
the confidence that the believer may 
have in its present status. One wonders 
if a former volume by the author en- 
titled Why I am a Christian Scientist 
explains his satisfaction with a report- 
ing of facts without the strengthening 
conclusions which the title deserves. 





NURSE WANTED 
Mature, Registered Nurse for small Eastern 
school. Live in three-room apartment. Good sal- 
ary. Beautiful surroundings. 
Write: Box L, ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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THE PTL 
SS 
IN 
AFRICA 


Sowing the seed and reaching millions with 
the message of salvation, giving each one 
his own personal copy of a Gospel in his 
own language. 


Back of this continent-wide campaign have 
been the prayers and gifts of thousands of 
the Lord’s people in America. Without this 
support we will miss an opportunity un- 
paralleled in the history of Christian mis- 
sions. With your continued prayers and 
gifts, we shall distribute another million 
Gospels to another million Africans in 
1960. Africa desperately needs — NOW, 
TODAY — the Gospel of Christ. 
For a fascinating picture of the cure 
rent scene in Africa today, write for 
free copy of the PTL QUARTERLY. 
Remember this great work in prayer 
and stewardship. 


ALFRED A. KUNZ ''oizecror 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGU 


49 HONECK STREET, ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
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LANKENAU 
Est. 1890 


Boarding and Day School for Girls. 
Pre-school through high school. 
Strong college preparatory course. 
Beautiful 22-acre campus. Small classes; 
thorough instruction. Bible, art, music, 
dramatics, home arts, sports. Lutheran. 
Sister Lydia Fischer, Litt.D., Principal 
3201 West School House Lane 
Philadelphia 44, Pa. 











world-wide through the mails. 


free on 





Share the thrill of this ministry through our NEWS 
- request. Ask for free 
et, “How to Point a Jew to Christ.” Please add 

this faith work to your prayer list. 


New York Gospel Mission to the Jews, Inc. 
Founded by Bernhard and Francisca Angel 

Ruth Angel, General Di 

149 Avenue B, New York 9, N.Y. 


=TWO GENERATIONS OF WITNESS 
TO NEW YORK’S JEWS 


ft was early in 1895 that Rev. and Mrs. Bernhard Angel started their ministry of 
witness to the Jews of New York’s crowded East Side. Through their children who 
followed in their footsteps, this ministry, now in its 7th decade, is finding Jews more _ 
willing than ever before to give serious attention to the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as it is presented in the Mission, on street corners, in homés and hospitals and 
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Prepare NOW for a 
Bigger and Better 
Sunday School this fall 


Plan and promote your Rally Day to get 
a rousing start after summer vacations. 
Have each member wear a Rally Day 
tag and send each member family and 
prospective member a colorful postcard 
invitation to attend Rally Day services. 
Attractive, yet inexpensive. Tags or Cards. 
$1.50 per 100. 

No. V1183. . . .Rally Day Pencils. . . .5c each- 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Secretary’s Record Book. Contains 
many new features. Sunday School cal- 
endar year; monthly, quarterly and an- 
nual summaries by classes; staff roster; 
supply records; space for conference min- 
utes; Helpful Hints for program plan- 
ning. 7% x 9} inches. 


Enter names only 
once. Year’s attend- 
ance at a glance. Of- 
fering and attend- 
ance summary for 
the year. Space for 
56 members, 16 vis- 
itors. Best quality 
white paper with 
colorful cover. 4% 
x 8 inches. 

No. U7460. . .25c each. 


Cradle Roll Chart. Beautiful picture of 
Mary and the baby Jesus printed in full 
color on heavy bristol. Space for 35 
babies names. 1234 x 19% inches. 





Enrollment and Promotion 
Certificates. 


A certificate for 
every class or de- 
partment of the 
Sunday School 
with emphasis on 
promotion to a 
higher grade or de- 
partment. Biblical 
picture on each with appropriate 
scripture. 

Certificate printed on inside spread. Docu- 
ment style folder with envelope. 7 x 5% inches. 
Nineteen different certificates 6c each. 


See and choose from the complete line 
Aft Your Religious 
Supplies Dealer 


WARNER PRESS 
Anderson 20, Ind. San Jose 6, Calif. 


No. U2244 


SURGERY 


(Continued from page 14) 


village men were listening to the 
chants of a visiting chief. Another 
chief interpreted the chant. 

“I was surprised that he spoke of 
God, the beauty of His creation, His 
love and man’s sin. But no mention 
was made of Jesus Christ and His 
power to save them for eternity. When 
the chief finished, Dr. Blocksma asked 
if he might speak to them. 

“The chief seemed pleased, the men 
seated around the hut sat up and lis- 
tened intently. Dr. Blocksma told 
them that we need a Savior and spoke 
of his own experience of new life 
through Christ’s death for him. Dr. 
Icke followed with a clear picture of 
man’s dilemma and God’s plan of sal- 


= vation. The 


Indians _ listened 
friendly eagerness and seemed 
receptive.” 

The following day, Iglesias took th 
Blocksmas and Dr. Jensen to 
Mammituppu where they were 
received. Village boys, usually ill- 
ease with a foreigner, were friend! 
The women plied Mrs. Blocksma wit] 
question after question about her fam 
ily. Throughout the day patients we 
examined and it was 10 P.M. befo 
all the patients had been seen. 

The next morning the doctors left 
the once-backward island of Mam 
mituppu, where now the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is assured a warm wel 
come and where. superstitious t 
Indians are now reading and hear 
ing the words of Scripture, thanks te 
the magic of missionary medicine. 














the last word 


The Curse of Christian Fellowship 


by ELIZABETH STRACHAN 


WHEN Christians spend the greater part of their social hours and their 
hours of leisure only with other Christians, it is impossible for them to 
be the light of the world. Their light is being hidden under the bushel of 
Christian fellowship. 

The blessings of the gospel, as is true of all blessings, were 
meant to be shared. When we fail to share them, we invite spiritual 
disaster. Christian fellowship somehow loses its joy and purity when we 
cease to enlarge the circle. Closed Christian cliques are fertile soil for gos- 
siping, misunderstandings, and those divisions which do violence to the 
Body of our Lord. 

Probably friendship is second only to prayer in its importance in soul- 
winning. To offer sincerely one’s ‘friendship to another is an almost cer- 
tain way to gain an opportunity to speak an effective word for the Lord. 
But how can you introduce two people to each other, if you are the friend 
of only one of them? How can you introduce someone to Christ if you 
know only Christ, and not the unsaved person? 

One good golfer has made it her unwritten rule to play golf only with 
her unsaved friends. Another housewife always takes a fancy salad to 
each newcomer in her neighborhood. One woman saw her neighbor’s wash 
on the line as it began to rain. Her neighbor was away so she brought it 
in—then went the “third mile” and ironed it! God has helped these 
women make these contacts all count for Christ. 

However, one word of warning might be in order. Our love and friend- 
ship.should be freely given—not as a calculated bribe for conversion. God 
gave as His reason for loving Israel—He loved them because He loved 
them. The pure love of the Spirit is what we want, not the professional 
smile and approach, its carnal counterpart. 

May the Lord teach us all the glad secret of preserving that fervent love 
of the brethren—not by making Christian fellowship an end in itself but 
by being occupied in bringing others into that wonderful fellowship. 
“.. . that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (I John 1:3). 
(Reprinted from the “L. A. M. Evangelist”) 
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